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W E are 4 poor unhappy di- 
” vided People, yet our Heats 
] and Animoſities are not owing 
to the REVOLUTION, either: is 
Religion at all concern'd in the Matter, 
but its a Di England has 
been long troubled with, and the Na- 
tion is now in 4 nies Ferment, and 
1 almoſt every Family divided ad can't 
4 bel 
4 on Thoughts pay” Conſe, :deration of 


which muſt needs extreamly afflict Her 


: i | Majeſty, who is Zealous for the Intereſt 


f the Church and Nation, and waits 
Ver an Opportunity to do Her People good; 
and to whoſe e Juſt and Prudent Admi- 
4 nitration it is, under God, we owe the 
1 Preſervation of our Peace here at Home. 
I bope the Reader will accept this ſhort 
'] Preface, andbeſatisfied. Whatever ſom: 
| A 2 Perſons 


The Preface. 


Perſons may ſuggeſt, this Diſcourſe is not i 
writ or calculated to ſerve the Intereſt of || 
any Party; for in this caſe I know no In- 
tereft but the Publick, independent of all | 
Parties. And we can never expect to | 
be a happy People till we come to a& | 
apon this Principle, it being the, Baſis 
and Foundation of Gopernmenk Ich in | 
Church and State, and the only ay or 
means we have to appeaſe the. Wrath 7 
God for our fahifold National Sins; | 
which we often 'rbnfeſs, but never ſcek 1 
or go about to exprate For em, tho they | 
are viſible to all the World, and were 
the cauſe of the Civil War in the Reign 
of King Charles the Firſt, and of all | 
the Calamities the Nation has. ſince un- 
dergone, and nom Iabours under. 
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ILL Men are oblig'd by the 
Laus of God and Man, to 
live and act in their own 
Spheir, and not intermeddle 
with Matters relating to the 
9 Publick, more than what 

they are oblig'd to do by the Station they 
are in, only in extraordinary Caſes, as when 
the State is in imminent Danger, then every 
Man is bound, by Vertue of his being in Soci- 
ety, to preſerve the Publick Peace and Tran- 
uillity as much as be can; it's an indiſpen- 

{ible "6p" Therefore I ſhall make no 
Apology for my Treating upon this Sub- 
ject. i | 
The Poverty of the Parochial Clergy is 
ſo univerſally known, and acknowledg'd, 
and. ſo well ſet forth and exemplify'd by 
the Queen's moſt excellent Majeſty, I need 
not inſiſt upon it, but ſhall proceed to the 
Matter in hand, with all poſſible Brevity, 
A | 0 
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to the beſt of my poor Capacity. And if 
I uſe a more than ordinary Freedom of 
Speech, it's done with the ſame good intent 
as a Phyſician does when he bliſters his Pa- 
tient in a Lethargy, and with as much 
——_ | EE, 
Moreover, it is no Crime in me, or Offence 
in Law, (as ſome may think) to take Notice 
of, and Comment upon w as been. acted 
and done in Parliament, all Men have done 
it, who have writ upon this or any other 
Subject that relates to the Publick; other- 
wife we cou'd not have a'true knowledge of 
Things, or be able to judge of them. Beſides, 
An old radicated Diflemper we all know. 
ſtubborn and hard to be remoud; upon the 
Conſideration of which, I hope it will not 
be accounted impertinent in me to make 
ſome Remarks upon the Actions and Practi- 
ces of ſome Men, the Honour of God 
and Religion, and the Safety of our Country 
being concern d in the Matter, and infinitely 
more to be preferr'd than the Intereſt of 
particular Men, let their Quality or Station 
ben , ˙ öw £ 

But it will be neceſſary before we proceed 
to the Matter in Hand, to ſhew the Neceſſi- 
8 the Firſt Fruits and Tenths. 

he Clergy and Nation can never ſuffici- 
ently enough acknowledge Her Majeſty's 
Goodneſs in giving up the Firft Fruits and 
Tenths, which are now by Act of Parlia- 


ment ſettled as a perpetual Fund for aug- 
| menting 


(3) 
menting poor Livings. Moſt of the No- 
bility (by Name) and Gentlemen of England, 
the Dignify'd Clergy, the Lord-Mayor and 
Aldermen of the City of London for the 
Time being, ec. Are (purſuant to the Act, 
by the Queen's Letters Patent) to be one 
Bud Politick and Corporate of themſelves, 
in Deed, and in Name, by the Name of the 
Governours of the Bounty of Queen Anne, 
for the Augmentation of the Maintenance of 
the poor Cler 7 and are empower'd to re- 
ceive ſuch 2 untary Gifts, Snbſcriptions af 
any Sum or Sums of Money, Goods or Chattels, 
or of, or for any Eflate or Intereſt in any 
'* Mannors, Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, 
br other Matters, or any Thing whatſoever 
any Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Cor- 
7 porate ſhall be willing to give, limit, appoint, 
vr beſtow, for, or towards the farther Augmen- 
tation 4 the poor Clergy; as ſhall be ſo pi- 
odully diſpos d, and to employ it according 
= to 14 Will or Deſire of the Donour. And 
for the better and more effectual Manage- 
ment of ſo weighty an Affair, any ſeven 
Members of the Corporate Body are empow- 
er d, from Time to Time, fully to execute 
the Act, provided, a Biſhop, one of the Pri- 

Council, and a Judge, or Queen's Coun- 
cil are 2 af the Number. This is the 
Sum of the Patent. | 5 
And now if we examine and conſider the 
preſent ſtate and condition of this Revenue, 
and what it was heretofore, and the unhap- 
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. 
py Conſequences that does and will attend it, 4 
few Arguments will ſerve to prove there's 
now a neceſſity of Aboliſhing the Firſt Fruits 
and Tenths: Indeed the Thing was mov'd 
in the Houſe of Commons, before the Act 
paſs*d, which empower'd Her Majeſty to 
make this Settlement; no Doubt by the 
Queens Order or Approbation, for its plain, 
Her Majeſty defign*d further Good to the 
Clergy, then is contain*d in the Patent, If 
the Houſe of Commons cou d have found any 
proper Method by which Her ow 2; good 
Intentions to the poor Clergy might be made 
more eſfectual. | ph nes bs 
But to proceed to the Matter. | 
Firſt, As to the preſent State of this Re- 
venue, it's much leſs in Value then it was 
heretofore, for all Clergy-men whoſe Livin 
does not exceed 50/. a Year, clear of if 
Charge, are by a late Act excus*d from pay- 
ing the Firſt Fruits and Tenths, by which 
Meansand the making ſo many new Officers, 
that Revenue is ſunk at leaſt one third in 
Value, from what it was before this Settle- 
ment was made. | 
Secondly, In the Reign of King Charles 
the Second, the Firſt Fruits Office was a 
Charge to the Crown, all or moſt Part of his 
Reign, there were ſo many Grants upon 
that Revenue. So that we may conclude 
the Firſt Fruits and Tenths hath been a great 
Charge to the Crown ever ſince this Settle- 
ment has been made, otherwiſe the Grants 
= F 
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(which are many and great) have not been 
ſatisfy*d, and the Officers paid, and the 
World knows the Clergy have not all this 
while receiv*d any Benefit by this Patent. 
Be ye Cloathed, be ye Fed. 
Let now it's to be ſuppos*d ſotne Men will 
ſay, It's true this Settlement as yet has been 
no Benefit or Advantage to the Clergy, but 
in Time it will; for in the Courſe of a few 
Years, thoſe who have Grants will be dead, 
or they may be bought off, then the Re- 
venue will be clear; beſides, the Corporation 
has Power to receive all Gifts and Legacies 
that ſhall be given to augment Livings · 

To which I Anſwer, That admit all 
thoſe who have Grants were now actu- 
ally Dead, or Bought off, and the Revenue 
clear off all Incumbrances, it wou'd no ways 
anſwer the End for which it was intended, 


that is, not in many Generations. And as 
to the Corporations receiving Gifts and Le- 


gacies, we ſee that part of the Ad comes to 
Nothing, and many Clergy-men who are now 


in Arrear for Tenths, will be totally ruin'd 


if they are ſued for the ſame, as they wou'd 
have been long ago, if the Revenue had been 
ſettled. Wo | 
Thirdly, In the Reign of King Charles the 
Firſt, there was a Deſign ſet on foot for 
buying in all Impropriations; and in Order 
thereto, divers Perſons of good Fame and 
Reputation were made Feofeeſe in Truſt, to 
ecelve all ſuch ſums of Money that ſhou*d 
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be given to that Uſe, accordingly conſidera- 
ble Sums were receiv, and ſeveral Impro- 

priations bought, but the Feofeeſe were pro- 

— in the Exchequer, and ſo the Matter 
ell. 

Now the Reaſon why they were proſecu- 
ted, was, they did not reſtore to the Incum- 
bents thoſe Impropriations they bought, but 
ſet up Lectures and Schools, which, tho* 
Things good in themſelves, and commenda- 
ble, was thought would throw the Nation 


into Parties and Faction, and it was believ“d . 


that in Time the ſaid Feofeeſe wou*d have 
ſo formidable an Intereſt, that it wouꝰd en- 
danger the Publick Peace. 

And now, if this Settlement ſhon*d con- 
tinue, and other Perſons come to AF that 
are not namꝭd in the faid Patent, and hap- 
pen to fall in with a Party that ſhall be able 
to ſupport them, they may miſ-apply the 
Money, and pervert the End and Deſign of 
the Ad, and put it out of the Power of our 
Reverend Prelates, or any Body of Men to 
prevent them. 

Now if we enquire into the Riſe, or 
Beginning of the Firſt Fruits, we ſhall find 
it of baſe Original, begot in Symony, by the 
Popes of Rome ;, our Anceſtors were mor- 
tal Enemies to the Payment of it. In thex3th 
of Richard the Second, it was made a Pre- 
munire for any Man to pay it. In the 6th 
of Henry 4 was enated,Whoever 
paid ſuch Sums ſbou d forfeit all they bad. F 
5 8 : n 
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In the 25th of Hemy the Eighth, the Firſt 
Fruits and Tenths were aboliſhed, but the 
next Year, to fatisfy the covetous Deſires of 
Great Men, they were by Act of Parliament 
ſettled upon the Crown, and laid more Moy 
upon the Clergy than they were before; at- 
terwards they were aboliſhed by Queen 
Mary; and the firſt Year of the Reign of 
Queen Elixabeth reſum d by Act of Parha- 
ment, and ſettled upon the Crown, to the 
great Scandal of the Reformation, and Op- 
pPreſſion of the Clergy, who, as they are Mon, 
ought to be as well treated as the reſt of the 
Subject, much more as they are Overſeers of 
the Flock of Chriſt, and Diſpenſers of Gods 
Holy Word and Sacraments, and their Office 
and Function Sacred. e een 
So it's plain we offer np unto God that 
which is unclean and polluted, and ought to 
be abolithed, being the Dregs of Pope, aud 
a Scandal to Chriftianity. J Ore 
The Court of Wards and Liveries; nd 
the Star-Chamber, both of ancient Founda- 
tion, and nothing ſo pernicious to the In- 
tereft of the Nation as the Firſt Fruits and 
Tenths has been, were abrogated, (the Grants 
that were upon them fell with them, not he- 
ing thought worthy of Conſideration) but 
not tilt they were exploded, as the A# for 
laying a Daty upon Hearths, common! 
called Chinmey-Money, and the Act for ay. 
ing a Duty upon Marriages, Births and Bu- 
ri als was, and were "Two alſo. : 
2. n 


(8 
ly the mean Time this Revenue gives no 
Relief to the Clergy, but on the contrary 
| ſerves (as well it may) to feed and nouriſh 
q the unnatural Heats and Animoſities that 
g are among us, neither Judgments, Mercies 
or Bleſſings have been able to allay them, 
but they run higher now than they have 


þ done any Time ſince the Revolution, and 
x both Parties diſtinguiſh one another, as 


they did in the Reign of King Charles the 
Firſt, and King Charles the Second, by odi- 
pus Names and Characters. Yet the Matter 
Was greatly complain*d of, and bewail'd by 
the Clergy all the late Reign; among others, 
by Biſhop Silling fleet, as may be ſeen in the 

following . Quotations, by the Peruſal of 

which the Reader will be fully made ſen- 

| ſible from whence all our Heats and Ani- 

[| moſities proceed, and of the Miſchiefs which 

. are like to enſue from thence, if an End is 

not put thereunto, and the cauſe thereof ta- 

R ies 

-* This is a very melancholy Subject to ſpeak 

of; for this unſeaſonable Difference of Parties 

among our ſelves, is like a flaming Meteor in 

The Air, me can hardly keep our ſelves from 

looking upon it, and yet cannat behold it with» 

aut ſome kind of Terror and Amagement. 

it Aud that which makes it the mare deplo- 

ik rable, is, ſome Men haue entertaimd ſuch Suſ- 

it picion and Fealauſy of each other, that be 
i That goes about to reconcile them, inſtead of 
making them Friends, is look'd upon as a Com 
mon Enemy, Nothing 
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(9) 
Nothing has. more puzled the Wits of 
Mien in this inquiſitive Age, than to give an 
Account of the Ebbing and Flowing of the 
Sea, but a great Man of our Nation hath 
told us, we need not run to the Moon, or 
other remoter Caufes, for the true Reaſon 
of it is nothing but the claſhing of the Wa- 
ter of two mighty Seas croſſing each other, 
and therefore where there is no ſuch con- 
trary Motions, there is no ſuch Ebbing and 
Flowing; we have bad too much of this Eb- 
bing and Flowing upon Land, bath as to our 
Condition and Expectation, but whence comes 
t? Ts it not from two Parties among us 
croſſing and ſtriving to over-top and over- q 
power each other, And till we unite and 
join in the ſame common Currant we have lit- 
tle cauſe to hope for a flate of Peace and 
Tranquillity. Our Saviour tells us 4 King- 
dom divided againſt it ſelf cannot fland. If 
we then regard the Intereſt of our Nation, 
or of our Religion, if we wou'd avoid the 
| ſhame and reproach of Deſtroying, by our 
Diviſions, what we pretend to value above 
our Lives, we muſt lay afide our mutual | 
Jealouſies; we muſt unite and join in the 1 
Things that belong to our Peace. But if they | 
be bid from our Eyes, then I am afraid what 
St. Paul ſaid of the Goſpel, may be truly ap- 
plied to the Things of. our Peace, if they be || 
hid they are hid to them that are oft in whom | 
the God of this World hath blindedtheir Eyes. 
For it is too apparent, that the true * 
4 | 
| | | 


(9) 
of the Comtention of the ſeveral Parties, is 
not Matter of Conſcience or Religion, or the 
common Intereſt of the Nation, but about Pow. 
er and Superiority over each other, which if 
it be carry'd on, in human Probability, can end 
in nothing but mutual Deſiyuftion. Biſhop 
Stilling fleets 3d Vol. of Sermons; Sermon 
roth preached before King William and Queen 
—_ March 18th 1694. page 395, 397, 
- 7775 Peeviſbneſs and Frowardnefſs, perpetu- 
al Uneafineſs and Diſcontent, if Rancor and 
Bitterneſs, Strife and Envying, Fattion and 

 Animoſpties;, if Inpatience of apprebended 
Infuries, and the making of Enemies, inflead 
of loving them, be the Marks of good Chriſtians, 
we ſball find enough even — thofe who 
pretend to Reformation. We profeſs to thank 
God for a late great Deliverance from the 
Hands of our Enemies, I mean as to our 
Religion, and truly there appears more and 
more Reaſon for it, fince it is fo much more 
evident the Defipri was no lefs than a total 
Subverſton of bur Religion. 
But whata ſad requital is this, for fogreat 
Mercies, to break out into Factions and Pan- 
ties ĩnſtead of purfuing the Common Intereſt 
of our Religion; inſtead of laying a fide difter- 
ences about Religion, to encreaſe them; Nay to 
to make Religion it Self not only the Subjef 
of their Quarrels, but of theirScorn and Con- 
rempt '? What can be ſaid, or hoped for, as ta 
ſuch a froward, unthankfut, atheiſtical Gene- 

ö ration 
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ration of Men? Thanks be to God there are 
not wanting ſome extraordinary Examples 
of true Piety and Goodneſs among us; and 
of Meekneſs Patience and Univerſal Charity ;, 
and truly there needs a great deal to bear up 
againſt the daring and inſolent Profaneneſs 
and Irreligion of others. When I once ſee 
& true Spirit of Reformation prevail among 
us, not meerly as to Doctrines, but as to 
Men's Lives and Tempers; when I ſee them 
more Zealous for God and Religion, than 
for the Intereſt of particular Parties; when 1 
ſee them really promoting Peace and Unity, 
and not making a Pretence of it to ſerve 
their own private Ends, I may then hope for 
a laſting Settlement of the true Religion 


among us. But till then——— Biſbop Stil- 


lingfleet's 34 Vol. of Sermons. Sermon 7th. 
Preach'd before the Queen March 1/t. 169%. 
Page 276, 277, 278. 
If Men once happen ts engage in a Party, 
then preſently they run into all the Heats and 
Animoſities of it, and talk and act as the reſt 
do, or elſe they are look'd upon as Falſe Bre- 
_ and Jurky a are not to be truſted. A 
Party muſt be a diſtinft Body from the reſt, 
and — 5 — of . to carry un, 
and in Order thereto muſt uſe fuch Means as 
are neceſſary for it's Support, which can ne- 
ver be done without weakning the Publick In- 
Tereſt, and drawing that to its ſelf, like an 
Impoſibume in the Body, wich ought to haut 
gone to the Common Support. And — 
47> Hof arty 
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Party comes to be ſet up againſt another, there 
can be nothing more miſchievous and perni- 
cious to the common Concernments of all ; for 
it takes off their Leal for the Common good, 
and fills them withFears and Fealoufies of each 

other, till they come from Suſpicions to Hatred 

and Animoſities againſt each other. A King- 
dom broken into Parties is certainly divided 


againſt it ſelf, aud therefore cannot ſtand; as 
— MK Ar Wh us in the 445 of the 
Kingdom of the Devil. All the Subtilty and 
Activity, and Deſigns of the Devil and bis 
Agents cannot ſupport their own Kingdom, if 
once they fell into Factions among themſelves. 
The Devil is the great Promoter of Factions 
among others, but he can bear none at Home; 
or rather the Intereſt of his Kjngdom will 
not permit it, and they underſtand it ſo well, 
as to carry ontheir Common Deſign with Foint 
 Endeavours. Biſhop Stilling fleet's 4th Vol. 
of Sermons page 20, 21. | Lo 

And he further ſays, Our Diviſions in 

Religion have made us not more contemp- — 
tible than ridiculous to forreign Nations, 
* and it puzleth the wiſeſt among our ſelves, 
to find out Expedients to keep us from ru- 
ining one of the beſt Churches of the 
© Chriſtian World. 

To proceed. A National Contempt, and 
Abuſe of Religion, is the Fountain of all Miſ- 
chief, it corrupts the Morals and Manners 
of Men, and makes many become mere Li- 


ſ ms + ++" 


1. hy 

Seeds of Religion out of the Minds of Men, 
and to beget in them an Opinion, or Belief, 
that nothing but Ignorance, Fear, or Human 
Policy laid the Foundation of Religion: So 
its the moſt ee Sin a Nation can be 


Zuilty of, and proceeds (if we may judge of 
che Thoughts of Men by their Actions) 


from an inward ſecret contempt of God and 
Religion. For under the Cloak and Mak 
of Religion, Men commit all manner of Wick- 
edneſs with Greedineſs, and without Fear, 
and are never true to any Intereſt or Party, 
further than theit own particular Intereſt 
leads them. And its the crying Sin of this 
Nation, that is of England, for we have in 
every Age own'd and acknowledg d, for above 
150 Years paſt, the Parochial Clergy ought 
to have due Proviſion made for them, as be- 
ing that which wou'd promote the Salyati- 
on of Men's Souls, and tend to the Honour 
of God, and Preſervation of the Peace and 
Tranquillity of the Nation, yet we have, from 
Time to Time, poſt-pon'd the Intereſt of the. 
Clergy, and done nothing forthem to this tay, 
but ſuffer the Church and Clergy to be 
daily tradiiced and expos'd to Contempt re. 
have not gone up into the Gaps, neither 
re hs 
Therefore, in this following Diſcourſe, I 
ſhall ſhew how God has afflicted this Nation 
for expoſing Religion and the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel to Contempt, and doubt not but to 
convince every Man, who believes God go- 
. C verns 


(14) 


verns the World, which we all profeſs to 
do, and ſhall find, whether we believe it or no, 
That we can't poſſibly avoid ſome ſevere Nati- || 
onal Fudgment if we do not reſtore Religion 
70 its Juſt eſteem, and make due proviſion for 9 
the Paxnchial Clergy. But it will be in vaine 
to offer any thing on behalf of the Clergy, 
till the Gentlemen of England, who, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, are all members of the Church 
of England, and of whom our Parliaments are 
always compos'd, are fully ſatisfied, as to 
the truth and moral certainty thereof; and 
itis prov'd the Heats and Animoſities in the | 
Nation are wholy owing to them, which 
ſhall be done without giving any party Juſt 
occaſion of Offence, this Diſcourſe not __ 


levil'd at the Perſons of Men, but agai 7s 
their corrupt Practices, if poſſible to bring 
them to a ſence of their Duty and Danger. 
And here I can't but take notice of a Ser- 
mon preached by a Reverend Prelate of our 
Church (the Biſhop of Cheſter) before the 
Society for Propogating of the Goſpel in 
Foreign part, at Bow-Church in Cheapſide, i 
Frebruary 18th 1703, In which his Lord- 
ſhip excellently ſets forth the great Duty i 
and Obligation we lie under to Propogate the | 
Goſpel. Then he tells us, who are more 
particularly. oblig'd, and have ſpecial opper- 
tunities of being ſerviceable in this Work, 
Firſt, All Miniſters of the Goſpel. Secondly, 
All Civil Governours, profeſſing the Faith of 
Chriſt, more eſpecially the Supream Gover- 
nouro 
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W nous in any Nation, baue it very much in their 
= power to help forward this work. Thirdly, 
All perſons of Quality, Wealth, and Chara- 
Ger, have very particular oppertunities of be- 
WY ing ſerviceable to this great work. ir 
very owing it, and appearing in it, will be a 
ſure way to make it both taken Notice of and 
2 in the World. But their appearing 
alous and exemplary in it, can hardly fail 
= bringing all Mankind into it's alt ance 
= and encouragement. It's a vaſt deal which 


- 


he their Stations and Cercomſtancet enable them 
ch to do, even of theinſelves, for pom ſuch 4 
i work as this, and a vaſt deal more which the 


influence of their Examples wou d lead others 


| 

f to do likewiſe. KP. 

> I uben his Lordſhip proceeds to move, and 
exccite all forts and . — of men, to give 
: their helping hand to ſo great and glorious 
B a Work. And puts the queſtion, whether 
„tif a publick Collection were to be made in all 
| 


Churches, eſpecially in London and We/?- 
minſter, wou d — t the work, and be fn 
a very proper, and very great help and 
encouragement. to it. | 

Thus his Lordſhip was Zealous in 4 good 
matter, and nodoubt,moſt perſons of Quality 
and Ability, in and about this Gy, have 
largly Contributed to this work. This Saci- 
ety make ample proviſion for ſuch Clerg y-men 
as go abroad, by a certain, fixed, fettPd 
Maintenance, there's not a Member of the 
Society but will-tell you the ſame; and na 
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doubt God will give a Bleſſing to their fur- 
ther endeavouers in this Kind. 

In the Mean while, how comes it about 
we negle& our own Parochial Clergy here 
at home, and ſuffer thouſands of Them, their 


Wives and Children, to live in Poverty and | 


Contempt? How can we anſwer this to God 


How can we be ſo unthankful to God, after, 


the ha Incorporating of the two King- 
doms, 214 the Glorious ſucceſs of el 
jeftys Arms, for divers years together, to 
ſufter his Servants, to whom the Care of 
our Souls are Committed, to live in Poverty 
and Contempt? Have we not as much, 
or rather much more reaſon to take Care 
of the Welfare of Mens Souls here at home, 
as we have to ſend Miſſionarys abroad to 
Convert Heathens. Open Rebuke is better 
, eg | 
' OUR Fathers, in the darkeſt times of 
Popery, were ' extreaml offended at the 
Poverty of the Parochial Clergy, and unani- 
mouſly complain'd of it. The Clergy ex- 
poſtulated the Matter with the Pope, and de- 
clar'd © That the Tithes did belong to their 
Churches of Common Right, or by Coin- 
* mon Law. The States of the Kingdom 
remonſtrated to the Pope, That from the 
* firſt Foundation of Chriſtianity in England, 
* their Progenitors enjoyed this Liberty, 
that upon the Death of Re&ors of Churches, 
* they, as.Patrons, did chuſe out fitPerſons, 
and preſented them to the Biſhop to be ſet 
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over the Care and Government of thoſe 
© Churches, and they wou'd ſuffer no Vio- 
© [ation of their Rights of Patronage, or of 
© the Liberties and entire Profits of Parochial 
*Cures;which,by the Pope's diſpenſingPower, 
were appropriated to the uſe of the Monks 
and Friers, only a ſmall pittance was allow'd 
totheVicar. So it g plain, the People of England, 
in Parliament nb d, wou d have reliev'd 
the Parochial Clergy in times of Popery, if 
they could, for they ſtrugl'd and contended 
with the Pope about it for ſeveral ages, but 
were not in a Condition, or Capacity, to do 
it till the Reformation came on, then God 
rooted out the Monks and Friers, who expos'd 
Religion to Contempt, and had no regard to the 
welfare of Mens Souls, and Compaſſion of 
the Paroc hial Clergy, and remain now upon 
Record a Monument of God's Diſpleaſure 
for others to take Warning by. 
I ſhall now proceed to give an account, and 
ſhew how unjuſtly the Nation treated the 
Parochial Clergy at the Reformation, and how 
much, and how often the People of England 
have withſtood and oppos*d the Juſt ende- 
vers of the Crown to make due proviſion 
for them ſince the Reformation, and the ſad 
effects and Conſequences of it. But, Firſt, It 
will be neceſſary to give ſome Account how 
the Religious, that is, the Monks and Friars, 
came to be ſo Powerful, and poſſeſs'd of the 
greateſt part of the. Livings in the King- 
dom, by which the Reader will be made 
3 | | 1 ſenſible 


C3 . 
fenſible, by what Means the Parochial Cl; 
came to be reduced to that poor condi, 
tion they now are in. The Monks and Fri, 
ars work'd themſelves into great Eſtates, 
and moſt of the Livings in the Kingdom, by 
their Hypocriſy, and abſurd Doctrine of 
Purgatory. | gs 
A Trade was fet up upon this Founda- 
tion. The World was made believe, that by 
vertue of many Maſſes, which were to be 
purchaſed by great Endowments, Souls were 
redeemed out of Purgatory, and Scenes of Vi- 
ſiont and Apparitiont, were publiſh'din all Pla- 
ces, ſometimes of the Tormented, and ſometimes 
of the Deliver d Souls, which had ſowonderful 
efe&, that in 110 or three Centuries, Endow- 
ments encreaſed to ſo vaſt a degree, that if 
the Scandals of the Clergy on the one han 
and the Statutes of Mortmaine on the other, 
bad not e the Profuſeneſs that the 
World was brought up too upon that Account, 
it is not eaſy toimagine how far this might 
have gone, perhaps to an. entire ſuljeding 
of the Temporality to the Spirituality. An 
war of the 39 Articles of the Church 
England, Article 22, Page 277, by the 
tſhop of Sarum. | 
In the mean while, the Nation had a high 
opinion of the Sanfity and Piety of the 
Monks and Friers, that is for ſeveral ages. 
And the Gentlemen of England being than 
( as they are now ) Patrons .of moſt of 
the Livings in the Kingdom, m—_— = 
oY ou 
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W ſhould do God good ſervice, to put the Ad- 
7 yowſon, or Preſentation of thoſe Livings, into 
= the hands of the Monks and Friers,as conceiy- 
ing ſuch pious men as they were, much bet- 
cer able to Judge than themſelves who was 
beſt qualified for the taking ; a them the 
EZ Care and Cure of Souls; and fo, for the moſt 
"1 ſurrender'd up their Truſt to them, 
y which means the Monks, &c. became 
ſſeſsd of the Advowſon, or the power of 
reſentation of above 6000 Livings, moſt of 
which are now in Lay-hands, and have many 
of them, 1, 2, 3, and 4 Chapels of Eaſe, the 
Pariſh Church of Kendal in Weſtmoreland 
bath 12, for then al Pole were Reforys, 


and attually in the Poſſeſſion. of the Paro- 
chial Clergy, and to which they had an indiſ- 
putable legal Right;; and were the beſt pro- 
vided for of any Clergy in the Chriſtian 

World. 1 | 
The Monks and Fries being thus poſſeſsd 
of ſo much Wealth and Power, groſsly 
abus d both; for they labour'd all they cou'd 
to keep: the main bulk or body of the Peo- 
ple in Ignorance, as being that which wou'd 
moſt conduce to their Safety, and encreaſe 
their Power and Wealth. Io that end they 
uſed. all manner of Artifices (as others have 
done ſince) to depreſs the Parochial Clergy, 
and bring them into Poverty and C! Le 
Firſt, As to the Lands they, were gofſcle d 
of, they procur'd Diſpenſations from the 
Pope, that they ſhou'd be exempted from 
Fe | paying 
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it paying Tithes. And as to thoſe Livings they 
had the Advowſon of, all the great Tithes 
were, by the Pope's Dilpenfing Power, Ap- 
dropriated (as they became void) to their 
Uſe, except ſome ſmall poor allowance of 
1 Glebe-Land to their Deputy ot, Vicar : 
j Nay, they were ſo very unmerciful, that in 
'S many Pariſhes they ſwallowed up all, and 
. put in Curates without being Inſtituted and 
Inducted; and thoſe Livings are now in 
| Lay-Hands in the ſame condition; © _ 
| Theſe practices, by degtees, reduced the 
1 greateſt part of the Parochial Clergy to a 
miſirable poor Condition, and put them to 
great ſtraites and ſhifts how to live in the 
World, which made them very Contemptable 
to the people; who, by theſe means, became 
extream ignorant of their duty to God and 
Religion ; and it was that which made the 
Dignified Clergy Complaine, and the States 
of the Kingdom Remonſtrate to the Pope, ag 
Has been obſerv'd before. | 3 
So we may ſee our Fathers, before the Re- 
formation, were not altogether ſo Blind and 
Superſticious as ſome people imagine, tho 
they liv'd, as it were, in the dark, but wou'd 
have Relievd the Parochial Clergy, and 
done them Iuſtice (till the Reign of Henry 
the 8th, at which time the Reformation be- 
gan) if they had not Gen over-awed by the 
ope, to whom the Dignified Clergy had 
ſworn Obedience, and to his Succeſſors in 


ks of Rome, contrary ie the Rights of 
| & 


8 


the See 


— — — 
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ots taken into the King's han 
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me Crown, and Fundamental Laws of the 
W Land, for which they were proſecuted in 
E the Reign of Henry the Eighth, and to make 


their Peace with the King, gave him 140000. 
but the Monks and Friers were the Pope's 


more immediate Creatures, and bore the 


of 


By the Statute of the 6th; of Henry the 


fourth, Chap. ſecond; it was ordained, © That 
3} © the Farmers and 0 


and Occupiers of the Lands 
and Poſſeſſions of the A liens; (Alien Pri- 

n into the ange) ſhould pay 
* all manner of Diſnis, that is Tythes due to 
t the Vicars of Holy Church, in whoſe Pa- 


W © riſhes they were, notwithſtanding they 
; a 


© were ſeized into the King's hand, 

* notwithftanding any prohibition to the 
And had this Piſtinction been obſerv'd at 
the general Diffolution of Monſtaeries, of 
making a difference between the, Tempora- 
lities of the Monks atid Friers, of which they 
were Juſtly deptiy'd, having obtain'd them 
by. Fraud and Deceit, and the Spiritualities, 
of Tythes which the Monks had uſurp'd, 
and which the Parochial Clezgy might have 
recover d at Common Lay, if the Law cou'd 
have had it's due courſe, it had been happy 

FF 
But in the Reign of Henry the 8th, when 
the Reformation began, the People of England 
had no ſence of their Duty to God, or Com- 
paflion of the Parochial Clergy, but acted 
08 8 contrary 
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CD, 
contrary to their own Reaſon and Conſci- 
'ence, as appears by their - Confeſſion, and 
what they Declar'd to the World, as the 
Reader will ſee. 5 | rol 

It's true the Nation had been Inſulted by 
the Popes of Rome for many. Ages, ſo was 
the Parochial Clergy, and depriv'd of their 


Legal Rights. Therefore. the People of 


England had, at the beginning of the Refor- 
mation, all the obligation God and Nature 
cou'd lay upon them, to reſtore the Paro- 
chial Clergy to their Juſt Rights, which in 
all humane probability wou'd have preven- 
ted thoſe dangerous Inſurrectious that were 
.made in the Reign of Henry the Eighth, and 
Edward the Sixth, upon the account of the 
Diſſolution of Abbies. But inſtead: of ſo do- 
ing, they reduced them to a worſe Condition 


than they were in before, and did it deli- 
- berately in Parliament, which made the Sin 


National. And how far the Sacriledge then 
committed, may affect the Nation now, we 
ſhall leave the Reader to Judge by the enſu- 
ing part of this Diſcourſe, and proceed to 
Examine, by what Means, and upon what 
Termes the Gentlemen of England came to 
bepoſſeſs'd of the Great Tythes, upon which 
the Title and Poſſeſſion of our preſent 
Impropriators is grounded.  _ + 

The firſt Lay-Impropriators came into 


Poſſeſſion of the great Tythes upon very 


eaſy Terms, Henry the 8th being poſſeſs d 
of all the Lands and Revenue belonging - 
3 : the 
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the Monks and Friars, (fome by Act of 
Parliament, others by Surrender) it was 
found adviſable, in Order to preſerve the 
W Peace of the Kingdom, to diſtribute the ſaid 
Lands by Patent among the Nobility and 


W Gentry : He gave away by Patent a great 


deal to his Servants, without any Conſidera- 
tion ; with others he exchang'd Lands, and 
ſome he fold. But they who bought of the 
King had vaſt Penny-worths, the Lands 


= which they purchas'd of the King by way 


of Exchange, or otherwiſe, being worth ten 
Times more than they were valu'd at and 
let by Leaſe, which Leaſes were by Act of 
Parliament made void. So that the Gentle- 
men of England had at that Time a mighty 
Opportunity to have made due Proviſion for 
the Parochial Clergy, out of the great 
Tythes, even as they were Purchaſers, with- 
out Detriment to themſelves; but the Rea- 
der will ſee how, and in what Manner they 
treated the Parochial Clergy, and ſhall have 
it from the Pen of Doctor Kenner, who, the 
World knows, is modeſt in giving an Ac- 
count of the Actions of great Men. 

But, alas! Thoſe who devour'd Holy 
Things, ({ays Doctor Kennet ) had not yet 
Time to make Enquiry ; and indeed their 
Paſſions were ſo rais'd, and their Self- Inte- 
reſt ſo prevailing, that it's rather a Mercy 
of Providence that moſt Things were done 
ſo well, than it is a Matter of Complaint, 
that ſome Things were not done better, 
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Hence it is the leſs to be admir'd, that the 
firſt Act of Diſſolution, 27. Henry the 8th.ch, 
28. gave away to his Majeſty, and to his 
Heirs for ever, all and ſingular ſuch Mo- 
naſteries, Priories, and other Religious Hou- 
ſes, which had not above the clear yearl 
Value of two hundred Pounds, with 
Tythes, Penſions, Churches, Chappels, Gr. 
appertaining to them —— And any Perſon 
or Perſons, Bodies Politick,to enjoy the ſame 


in like Manner, by Letters Patent of the 


King's Highneſs 


And this without any 


Manner or Exception to the Rights of Pa- 


rochial Churches, or the Clergy in them; 
the more ſhameful Omiſſion, becauſe there 


was an Expreſs faving to every Perſon and [4 


Perſons, Bodies Politick, All Rights, 
Titles, Intereſt, Poſſeſſion, ec. which they 
had or ought to have had, if the ſaid Hou- 
ſes had not been ſuppreſsd. Even ſaving 
and reſerving to Founders, Patrons, and 
Donours, all Rights and Intereſt which — 
cou'd have had by any means, otherwiſe 
than by Reaſon or Occaſion of the Diſſo- 
lution of the ſaid Abbies, G. Nay with a 
ſaving to the Intereſt of Strangers, Travel- 
lers, and Poor, by binding the new Poſſe- 
ſors of any Site or Precinct of the Religious 
Houſes, to keep, or cauſe to he kept, an honeſt 
continual Houſe and Houſhold in the ſame 
Site or Precindt. In ſhort, a ſaving of 
Tythes and Profits, to all manner of Bodies 
and Perſons, excepting only to the Church 
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= ad Clergy. The ſame Method of Convey+ 
= ance was eſtabliſh'd for the greater Monaſte- 
W ries diffoly'd by Statute, the 31ſt. of Henry 

the 8th, Chap. 13, with this additional 
hardſhip to Parochial Churches, That the 
Lands of the Religious before exempted from 
Tything, ſhou'd now likewiſe, in Lay-Hanas, 
be diſcharged and acquitted of payment of 
Tythes. This is the Account the Doctor 
gives of the Matter. 
| This great change in the Property of Tythes 
were really Surprizing and Offenſive to the 
Common People, wha, as the Statute of the 32 
of Henry the 8th, Chap. 7th, confeſſes, were 
encourag*d to ſubſtratt and withdraw the 
lawful and accuſtom'd Tythes due to the Poſ- 
ſeſſors, being Lay-Perſons; for they had al- 
ways a Juſt notion, that Tythes, and Oblati- 
ons, were the Patrimony of the Church, and 
that they paid them to the Church while they 
paid them to the Religious Houſes, but they 
cowd by no means be reconcil'd to pay them 
into Lay-bands for Worldly Uſes. Nay, this 
Conſecrated Nature of them had been ela 
and ratified by all the Ads of Parliament that 
referr'd to them, and particularly the very laſt 
Act made before the Diſſolution, The 27th of 
Henry the 8th, Ch. ac, aſſerts, That Tythes and 
Oblations are due unto God and Holy Church, 
und therefore they who ſubſtract and with 
bold them, have no reſpe& to their Duties to 
Almighty God, but Do, againſt Right and good 
| | Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, while they purſus ſuch deteſtable | 


Enormities and Injuries. 
The valued Rents of the Abby-Lands, as 
they were Let at the Diſſolution of Abbies, 
Was 1326071. 68. 4d. but they were worth 
ten times as much in true value, ſays the 
excellent Author of The Hiſtory of the Re- 
rmation; and were, for the moſt part, di- 
{tributed among the Nobility and Gentery, 
as a means to preſerve the King, and deſtroy 


the Pope's intereſt ; (as has been obſerv'd 


before) and may now reaſonably be ſuppos'd 
to be worth between two and three Millions 
of Pounds Sterling per Annum, inſomuch 
that there's hardly a Gentleman in England 
or Wales, of any Note, but what 1s polſeſs'd 
of Land which 1s exempted from paying 
Tythes, or in poſſeſſion of ſome Impropria- 
ted Livings, who, upon that account, may 
be all truly and properly call'd Impropria- 
tors, who, in the laſt Age, brought great 
Calamities upon themſelves and the whole 


Nation; for they who took up Arms againſt 
King Charles I. were as great Impropriators 


as thoſe who took up Arms for the King ; 
and declar'd to the whole Kingdom, they 
would Maintain and Support the Church of 
England as it was by Law Eſtabliſhed. A 
noble Lord, who never took up Arms all the 
_ of the Civil War, ſuffer'd above 50000. 
DY It. 

| * the Reign of King Edward the 6th. 
Popery was Aboliſhed, and the Proteſtant Re- 
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C27) 
ligion Eſtabliſhed ; but the Governing Men, 
and chief Miniſters, made haſt to be Rich 
out of the Ruins of the Church, and took 
no manner of care for the Parochial Clergy, 
but committed many new acts of Sacriledge, 
and withſtood all endeavours that were uſed 
for due Proviſion to be made for them. 1: 
was indeed the Scandal of the Reformation, 
that the Demence that had been ſettled long 
before, by our Pious Anceſtors, for the Main- 
tenance of God's Miniſters, as they had been 
formerly wrongfully appropriated to Monaſtries 
and ſwallowed by the lamy Monks, ſo that 
they had not now Recurr'd, and Reſtor'd to 
their true Owners, but became poſſeſsd by 
'Lay-Men. 1 41 . 

The not taking Care of the Parochial 
Clergy, and making due Proviſion for them, 
gave great offence to all thoſe who lov'd the 
Reformation. Biſhop Latimer, Buſer, Calvin, 
and others, greatly Complain'd of it, but all 
in vain; for thoſe whocommitted Sacriledge 
in this, and the foregoing Reign, fell in with 
the Reformation for what they could get, 
and ſeem'd to have had no ſence of Religion 
or N of which J ſhall give an In- 
ſtance of a Fact committed, among many o- 
thers of the like nature, in this Reign. The 
Collegiate Church in Darlington, in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Durham, conſiſting of a Dean, 
ſix Prebends, and two Prieſts, was well En- 
dowed, not only for the Dean, Gc. but alſo 
for the ſupport and keeping the Church in 
| | | Repair: 
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Repair: All which was Sacrilegionfly taketi 
away, and converted to the uſe of Lay-Men; 
and the Church decaying, and the Inhabi- 
tants not being able to repair it, in the Year 
1706, they obtain'd a Brief, which ſets forth 
the Sacriledge, and (which is ſhameful) 
makes uſe of it as an Argument to perſwade 
People to a Liberal Contribution. We have 
indeed a Multitude of Briefs for the Repair 
of Churches, which, in my poor Opinion, 
is a great Scandal and Diſhonouf to the Na- 
tion; no National Care havitig been taken 
for the Repair of Parochial Churches, firice 
the Reformation, tho it has been often en- 
deavour'd. When a Pariſh-Church wants to 
be repair'd, it ſeems highly reaſonable and 
juſt all Lands within the Bounds of the Pa- 
riſh ſhou'd be liable to contribute towards 
the Repair of the Church, as well as the 
Inhabitants and Occupiers of Land. " 
When Queen Mary came to the Crown, 
all the great Men in the Kingdom, generally 
ſpeaking, were willing to be of Her Reli- 
gion, and to be reconcil'd to the Pope. The 
thing was, they found in the ſeveral Diſſo- 
lutions and Conveyances of Lands in the 
Reign of Henry the 8th, and Edward the 
6th, there had been no Afﬀent of the Pre- 
lates and Clergy given in Convocation, 
which was a neceſſary Point in Law, ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment; which Haggard them much, and put 
them to a great Plunge, and made them uſe 


all 
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co Houfes of Convocation within the ro- 

| „ gave their Conſent the 
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Abby-binds ſhot ld be and remain in Lay- 
Hands, purſuam td the former Statutes, 
upon expreſs Condirion that a Muintenauce 
rdeedfid Ofor the Diſebarge of the Cure of 
Souls tulvn away by the Injury of | the: late 


Tit, might be num treſtor ul. Which 
Condition is not pei form dʒ but remains up- 
on Record, a National Breach of Faith and 
Honour to this Day, only what has been 


voluntariiy done by ſome Gentlemen, who 
were conſcious to themſelves of the Juſtice 
and Neceſſity thereof. 


* © I% | * 
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But two Things were done by Qieen 


Mary, tho' ſhè was a Roman Catholick, and 


A a Perſeeutor, which was very commendable, 
& and' well-pleafing to God) for ſhe, by Act of 


Pazliatnent; aboliſhed tlie Firſt Fruits and 
Tench, and reſtored to the Clergy: all::Im- 
propriated-Patſoriages and Fyrhes'that\were 
then in the Crown; and defir'd her People 
to dothe fame. Fo that End ſhe ſent for the 
Speaktr' of the Howfe bf Commons, and: told 
him, That it was Objeded, her Royal Dig- 
© nity; and Crown Impèrial, could be hondu- 
« rably maintain d and furniſh'd without 
© thoſe Poffeſſions z yet the ſet more! by the 
Salvation of her Soul, than by ten King- 
doms z therefore ſhe: ſuid, Poſſeſſions ſhe 
wou d utterly tefuſe — Upon which, 


the 


Ly 
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Commons, and the Queſtion being put, and 


tute of Mortmaine, if they, or any other 


were publiſh'd to expoſe the Error and 


of her People were Roman Catholicks, or 


(30) 


the Matter was debated in the Houſe' of 


the Houſe dividing upon it, it paſs d in the 
Negative by 64 Voices. But there was a 
Clauſe in the Act for Aboliſhing the Firſt 
Fruits and Tenths, (as I take it) in which 
all Impropriators had leave given them to 
reſtore to the Clergy the Impropriated 
Tythes, if they pleas'd, or otherwiſe to 
augment Livings, notwithſtanding the Sta- 


Perſon or Perſons. ſhou'd be fo piouſly 
diſpos'd. 7 

When Q. Elizabeth came to the Crown, Po- 
pery was aboliſh'd, and the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion re=eſtabliſh'd, and the People having 
the Opportunity, all her Reign, of Reading 
the Holy Writ, and other good Books which 


Corruptions of the Church of Rome, it had 
through the Bleſſing of God, a mi Ef- 
fect upon the Minds of Men, inſomuch, as 
the Queen, before her Death, was ſo happy 
as to ſee almoſt all her People voluntarily 
embrace the Proteſtant Religion; yet when 
ſhe came to the Crown at leaſt two-Thirds 


halted between two Opinions; ſo much did 
God. bleſs and proſper the Reformation. But 
many.ill Things were done in her Reign, 
which her Majeſty was conſtrain'd or ne- 
ceſſitated to acquieſce in, to pleaſe: her Peo- 
ple. © For (ſays dir Willam Temple) the Go- 
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(3r) 
vernours who are few, will ever be forced 
co follow the Strength of the Governed, 
who are many, let them be either People 
or Armies by which they Govern. 

In the firft Year of her Reign it was En- 
acted, That the Firſt Fruits ſhall be Re- 
& © vived, with a perpetual annual Tenth; 


a and alſo, that ſo many of the ſaid Rectories, 
ed bpäarſonages and Benifices Impropriate, Gleab 
to i « Lands, Tyrhes, Oblations,Pentions, Porti- 
ons, and other Profits Eccliſaſtical and Spi- 
IE © ritual, as wear in the hands of the late 
ly = < Queen Mary, be now again veſted, adjudg'd, 
„aud deem, actually and really, in the ſeiſin 


of Poſſeſſion of our Sovereign Lady Queen 
= * Elizabeth, &c. | 

And to prevent the Queens making a Do- 
nation of the ſaid Parſonages, ec, to the 
= Clergy, as Queen Mary had done, (which 
= was fear'd.) Under pretence to fatisfie the 
Queens Conſcience, a Bill was brought in, 
the ſame Seſſion of Parliament, to empower 
her Majeſty to annex the ſaid Parſonages, ec, 
co ſuch Biſhopricks as ſhould happen to be- 
come void, (as moſt of them were ſoon after) 
and in lieu thereof, to take from them Man- 
nours and Lands of the like Yearly Value; 
which was paſs'd into an Act, and executed 
by the Queens Miniſters, tho* the Biſhops 
Addreſs'd the Queen, and humbly Pray'd 
the ſaid Act might not be Executed, which 
is a plain indication, it was not in her power 

to withſtand it. | 
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But before the Act was paſsd, the Bill 
met with Oppoſition in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; for we muſt not ſuppoſe all were 
Corrupt, but that God had ſome faithful 
Servants among them. The excellent Au- 
thor of the Hiſtoryiof our Reformation aſ- 
ſigns à good Reaſon; why there was great 
Oppoſition made to this Bill when it came 
to the Honſe of Colmons, * becauſe many had 
© obſery'd; that in Edward the ſixth's Time, 
under Pretence of giving ſome Endow- 
ments to the Crown, the Courtiers got 
all the Crown-Lands divided among them- 
£ ſelves; ſo it was believd/the cuſe to be 
* made of this, wou'd be the Robbing of the 
Church without enriching the Crown. 
By means of this Act great Part of the Biſhop Wi 
of Lincaln's Revenue is in Impropriated Li- 
vings, the Miniſters of which Pariſhes are 
in a poor Condition, and it's not in his Lord- 
ſhip's Power to relieve them, J 3 

In this Reign, under Pretence of enqui- 
ring after diflolv'd Chanteries, and Lands, 
and Penſions given to ſuperſtitious Uſes, 
many Sacrilegious Acts were committed, par- 
ticularly at Qakwood in Surry, where there 
was a Chappel of Eaſe to five large Pariſhes, 
and endowed with above 2001. per Annum, 
which was feaz'd on, and now there's not above 
20 Nobles a Year, and now and then Pray- 
ers read to the People. The dignify'd Cler- 
gy made great Complaint to the Queen of 
the Violence offer'd to them, and the reſt 


of 
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a the Clergy. And Mr. Hooker in his Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Polity, which he writ the latter 
End of this Reign, grievouſly complain'd of 


it ; and ſoretold the Calamities which after- 


wards befell this Nation; which he did, 
and might do, without pretending to be 
gifted with the Spirit of Propheſy; for moſt 
Sins carry Temporal Puniſhments along with 
them, which Men pull down upon their own 
Heads; Gluttons, Drunkards, and Whore- 
mongers fill their Bodies with Diſeaſes, and 
need no greater Puniſhment in this World 
than what they bring upon themſelves. 
When King James the Firſt came to the 
Crown, he was highly ſenſible: the Parochi- 
al Clergy lay under great Pyverty and Diſtreſs, 
and reſolv'd, io far as in him lay, to make 
due Proviſion for them, to that end he laid 
his Royal Commands upon the two Arch- 
biſhops to make Enquiry into the ſtate and 
condition of all the Benefices within their 
reſpective Provinces. And the better to 
carry on the Matter, his Majeſty ſent his 
Letters commendatory to both Univerſities, 
ſignifying the great zeal and deſier he had 
the Clergy ſhould be duely provided for, and to 
deſire them to further the work, told them 
he thought it highly reaſonable they ſhou'd be 
provided for, out of the impropriated Tythes, 
and that he deſign'd to give his People an 
Example in that kind, as to ſuch Livings as 
were in the Crown. In the mean time (ſays 


he to the Univerſity of Oxford) we have 
conſider 


um 
conſider d, that to give Beginning to ſo good 
a Work, none were — — the . 
ledges in their Univerſities, who being ſo 
eminent Members of our State, and baving 
divers of them ſuch Impropriations, and ſome 
of them a Deſire, as we are inform d, to pro- 
vide for ſuch Perſons out of ſuch Livings as 
ſhall fall within their Powers to diſpoſe of, 
their Example ſhould have great Zea on 
all good Men, in this Sort to advance the 
Glory of Chriſt's Goſpel, &c. But, alas! 
The King's pious Endeavours came all to 
nothing, but cauſed many great Complaints 
in Parliament againſt the Clergy; ſo he was 
forced to drop the Matter, and leave the 
Parochial Clergy in the fame poor Condition 
he found them. 

But his Majeſty's endeavours to Relieve 
the poor Clergy in Scotland had better Suc- 
ceſs, for the Gentlemen of Scotland ſoon 
comply'd with his Deſire; and all ſmall 
Livings throughout the Kingdom were aug- 
mented to 3ol. per Annum. It was a glo- 
rious and religious Work of King James Cid 
a Member 2 in a Speech which 
he made in the Houſe of Commons, in the 
Year 1641) I ſpeak it to bis unſpeakable 
Honour, and to the Praiſe of that Nation, 
who, though their Country be not ſo Rich as 
ours, yet are they Richer in their Affection 
to Religion. Within the Space of one Tear, 
be cauſed to be planted Churches throughout 


all Scotland, and the Borders, worth 30 l. 
| 8 5 


o Tear apiece, with a Houſe and ſome Glebe 


belonging to them, which 30 I. 4 Tear, con- 
ſidering the Cheapneſs of the Country, and 
the modeſt Faſhion of Men's Living there, is 


100 Miles of London. 
And when King William the Third, that 


is to ſay his Late Majeſty, came to the 


Crown, the Gentlemen of Scot land did not 
think the former Augmentation a fufficient 
Maintenance for their Parochial Clergy, but 
greatly impor tun d the King 4 further Aug- 
mentation migbt be made; and declar d, they 
did not look upon themſelves and the Church 
of Scotland ſafe, till it was done: Accord- 
ingly an Act was paſs'd, by which all ſmall 
Livings were Augmented to at leaſt 5ol. 
a Year Sterling, notwithſtanding they ſaw 
they were then going with us to be engaged 
in a long expenſive War againſt France. 
And now, who can give a Reaſon why the 
Gentlemen of England ſhould not be as 
— as juſt, and as ſenſible of their 

uty to God as the Gentlemen of Scotland 
are? 


n the neighbouring Nation of Scotland, 


by the Zeal and Care of King Funes, and 
© the late bleſs'd King, Ade and Orders of 
Farliament have been made for examining 
© the: whole State of the Clergy, and ſup- 
< plying all poor Livings ſo plentifully, that 
in Glebe and Tythes all Benefices are now 
* rail'd to, at leaſt, 300 a Lear Sterling. 
185 5 . 


worth double as much as any where within | 
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Biſbop of Satum's Preface to the Second Vo- 
lumn of the Hiſtory of the Reformation + 
In Holland they do not only provide well 
for their Clergy, but if a Clergy- man hap- 
pen to die poor, the State takes particular 
Care of his Wife and Children, to put them 
into ſome decent way of Living, by which 
Means they keep up the Credit and Repus 
tation of their Clergy. Ilie ſame is practic'd 
in Geneva; but we who are the beſt able of 
any Nation in the Chriſtian World to provide 
for our Clergy, have done nothing for them, 
but Rob Peter to Pay Paul, indeed it muſt be 
allow'd many Perſons of the beſt Rank and 
Quality in England, Temporal as well as 
Spiritual, have long ſincerely endeavour'd 
a National Reformation, and don't eſpouſe the 
Intereſt of any Party, but want Strength to 
bring forth; the Reaſon of which we may 
ſee; and how ſenſible Dean Sherlock was of 
it in the late Reign. /{» 5-5 04 Þ on bk 
There has indeed of late been ſome care 
« taken by Publick Laws and Royal Procla- 
« mations, to:puniſh the Profanation of God's 
Name by accurſed Oaths; but yet in moſt 
« Caſes Men may be as vile as they pleaſe, 
and as publickly as they pleaſe, and little 
dor no notice taken of them; nay they =_ 
Talk and Write what they pleaſe: again 
* God and Religion, redicule the Hiſtory of 
+ Moſes, and the Goſpel of our Saviour, and 
+ the Miſteries of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
e 
N I there 


there are not many Chriſtian Nations in 
t the World, which in ſo publick a manner 
« permit theſe things, We have talked of 
© Liberry of Conſcience and Reformation, 

to good purpoſe, if the only effect of ir be a 


Liberty of Ridiculing the Chriſtian Faith - 


which might make one ſuſpect that the 
t Zeal ſome Men have expteſs d againſt Po- 
& pery, was at the bottom of it; a Zeal for 
© Ktßella and Irreligion, which the Diſci- 
t pline of Popety, as bad a Religion as it 1 

t would not endure, it is indeed well fitte 

© to make Atheiſts and Infidels, but will make 


*% 


Men have a care how they profeſs it. And 


© it is to be fear'd, that this Scepticiſm, and 


© Infidelity, and Contempt of Religion, will 
* prove a Back-door to let in Popery again 
upon us. ide a Sermon Prea by 
Dean Sherlock, at St. Paul's, Sept. ad. 1699, 
before the Lord Mayor, &c. Intituled, The 

Language and Interpretation of Fudgments. 
But to return, When King Chayles the 
Firſt came to the Crown, his chief Care was 
to Augment all Small Livings. In the firſt 
Year of his Reign, the Matter was, by his 
Means, mov'd in Parliament, and the Par- 
liament complaining of Non-Reſidence, &c. 
Che uſual Plea in every. Rejgn, when any 
gu was ſet on foot for makin due Pro- 
viſion for the Clergy) his Majeſty propos'd 
this Remedy: For the better propagating 
* of Religion his Majeſty recommendeth to 
the Houſe of Parliament, that care may be 
| F taken 
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* taken.and Proviſion made, that every Pa- 
© riſh ſhall, allow a competent Maintenance 


for: an able Miniſter, and that the Owners of 


* Parſonages Impropriate would allow to 
© the Vicars, Curates and Miniſters in Vil- 
Ages and Places belonging to their Parſo- 
© nages, ſufficient Stipends and Allowance 
for Preaching Miniſters. But the Matter 
fell, and ended in great complaints againſt 
the Clerg however, it did not make the 
King an ffs others deſiſt from their Endea- 


vours to xelieve the poor Clergy, for, 


In this Reign moſt of the Prelateg uſed 
Acer .Indyſtry to know the ſtate and con- 
— {8 of the Paracbial Clergy in their ſe- 
7 ꝗ — Dioceſſes, in order to lay it. before 
the King; hoping t he Nation Ns h his 
Majeſty's ris might be mad de fenüble 
of the Poverty of the ipferior. Clergy, and 
the Ill Conſequence that attended it. In a 
n held in the Year 1628, Mr. Rouſe 
ke to a Bill (which, through his Ma- 
125 Endeavours was then brought into 


the” "Houſe of Commons, and referr'd to a 


Committee of the whole Houſe) for aug- 


menting poor Livings, in theſe Words; 


In the firſt Year of the King, and the 
ſecond Convention, I mov'd for the In- 
« creaſe and Enlarging of poor Miniſters Li- 


© vitgs.. I ſhew'd how neceſſary it was to 


be Yon, how ſhameful it was it had been 
ſo Io 6h o the Houſe This was allo; com- 
c mende 


A 


was 


' Mn VA 
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was then (as now) Aecuſations on foot 
againſt ſcandalous Miniſters, I was bold to 
© tell the Houſe that there were ſcandalous 
< Livings too, which were much the Cauſe 
© of the other; Livingsof five Poundsand five 
© Marks a Year, that Men of Worth and good 
Parts would not be muzzled up to ſuch Pit- 
© tances. Ideclar dalſo that to plant good Mini- 
© ſters in good Living was the ſtrongeſt and ſu- 
5 reſt Means to eſtabliſh true Religion, &. 
In the Year 1634, the Arch- biſhop of 
Canterbury tells the King, That in all the 
—_— which he had viſited that Tear, he 
found one great Complaint, and very fit to be 
redreſid, it was the Grievance of poor Vicars, 
that their Stipends were ſcarce able to defend 
and cloth them, and that which | was worſe, 
the Vicars in great Market Towns,” where 
the People were many, were for the moſt part 
worſt provided for. But (ſays he) I humbly 
thank your Majeſty, ſome good of late hath 
been done for them, and I ſhall purſue all 
70 and fair Ways to give them Relief, hum- 
bly beſeec hing you to give your Gracious A 
ſiſtance to me and them, EXPO 
In the next Year's Account to the King, 
he writes thus of the Dioceſs of 'Glou- 
2 My Lord the Biſhop informs, That 
chat Country is full of Impropriations, which 
makes the Miniſters poor, and their Po- 
very "makes them fall upon Popular and 
Factious Courſes, Idoubt it's too true, but it's 
a Miſchief hard to * in this Kingdom, yet 
A F 2 4 
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J bave taken all the Care 7 can, and ſball con- 


biſtes that he bath prevail d beyond Expecl a- 


(40 
tinne ſo to do. ok © 
He repreſented to the King, That the 
A of St. David's had complain d grievouſſy 
( and not without cauſe ) that divers Impra- 
priators in thoſe Parts had either pulPd do 
the Chancels, ar ſuffer'd them to fall, ta the 
reat debaſing of their Churches, and 
* ng them ſo open and cold, a that the Peo- 
ple in thoſe Mountainous Parts muſt endure a. 
great deal of Hardſbip as well inthe Churches 
as inthe way to them, And in the Dioceſs 
of Exeter, the Biſhop aſſurd his Grace, That 
all Things went very urderly and well, ſaving” 
that divers Impropriatars ſuffer'd willing Ru- 
ins in the Churches belonging unto them, 
wherein be humbly crav'd Ko Advice and 
Aid, that it might be remeay'd. 0 
But the Arch-biſhop had a particular Re- 
gard for the poor Clergy in the Dioceſs of 
Lincoln, and enjoin'd the Biſhop to viſit his 
Dioceſs, and as far as poſlible to promote the 
Augmenting of all poor Livings.  _ And 
when the .Biſhop had viſited his Dioceſs 
(which is very large) throughout, his Grace 
the Arch- biſnop acquainted the King with 
the Matter, in theſe Words, Concerning the 
Divceſs of Lincoln, my Lord the Biſhop re- 
turns this Information, that he bath viſited 
ive ſame this Tear all over in Perſon, which 
ie conceives no Predeceſſor of his hath done 
theſe hundred Tears : He further cer- 


tion, 
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tion, for the Augmenting four or five ſmall 
Vicarages, and conceives that ir is 4 Work 
very neceſſary and fit to be done, and moſt 
worthy of your Majeſty's Royal Care and Con- 
ASS... rink 

In the Year 1637, 


the Archbiſhop gave a 
farther Account to. his Majeſty, concernin 
the Condition of the Clergy in the Dioce 
of Lincoln. That pre ware à great 7 
of ve and miſerable Vicarages aud Cu- 
A 445 ma Fe of that — Daoceſs 
of Lincoln, —_ which were almoſt paſt Cure, 
and bope of help, unleſs by bis Majeſty's Grace 
and Favour ſome might be had. The next 
Year he laid it again before his Majeſty. 

That there are in Lincolnſhire many miſe« 
rable, poor Livings and Curateſbipe, might 
your Majeſty's Reign be 5 bleſs'd, as that 
they might, in time, find ſome Relief; but 
this is quite beyond Epiſcopal Power. 

In the Year 1641, a facrilegious Deſign 
was ſet on foot; to that End a Bill was 
brought into the Houſe of Commons, for 
taking away Deans and Chapters Lands, un- 
der Pretence of Employing them to the Ad- 
vancement of Pieiy and Learning; againſt 
which Bill Sir. Benjamin Rudyard ſpoke in 
theſe Words: If we pull down Biſbopricks, 
gud pull down Cathedral Churches, in a 2 
Time we miſt be forced to pull down Colleges 
too; for Scholars will live and dye there, as 
in G elle, if there be not conſiderable Prefer- 
ments to invite them Abroad ;, and the Ex- 
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ample we are making nom, will be an eafie 


Temptation to the leſs preſſing Neceſſities of 


future Times. This is the next Way to bring 


in Barbariſm, to make the Clergy an unlearn- 
ed, contemptable Vocation, not to be defir'd, 
but by the baſeſt of the People ; and then, 
where ſhall we find Men able to Convince an 
Adverſary? A Clergyman ought to have a far 
eater Proportion to Live upon than any 
other Man, of an equal Condition; he is not 
bred to multiply Three-Pences ;, it becomes 
him not to Live Melancholly and Sordidly , 
he muſt be given to Hoſpitality. I do know 
my ſelf a Clergy-man no Dignitary, whoſe Books 
have coft him a Thouſand Pounds, which, 
when he dies, may be worth, to his Wife and 
Children, about Two Hundred. It will be 
a ſhameful Reproach to ſo flouriſhing a King- 
dom as this, to haue a poor beggerly Clergy. 
For my part, Ithink nothing too much, nothing 
too Good for a Good Miniſter, a Good Clergy- 
man. They ought leaſt to want, who beſt know 
bow to abound. Burning and ſhining Lights 
do well deſerve to be ſet in good Candleſticks. 
Thus have I given a brief, and fad, Ac- 
count of the State and Condition of the 
Church and Clergy in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, yet, notwithſtanding this 
poor, unhappy Condition of the Church and 
Clergy, the Endeavours of the King, the 
Dignify'd Clergy, and many Gentlemen, to 
augment poor Livings, and preſerve the 
Church, came all to nothing ; the Thing was, 
| England's 
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Englands Time of Puniſhment drew near, 
for great Heats and Animoſities were in the 
Nation, of many Years growth, (which 
made the King dread the Calling of Parlia- 
ments) and were then come to a great 
Heighth, by the Juſtice of God, to Puniſh 
the Nation, and- a Civil War. enfued. But 
before the War broke out, to take away all 
Occaſion, or Pretences to Faction, the King 
gave his People in Parliament, aſſembl'd in 
the Year 1641, all the Satisfaction Good 
Subjects could deſire; and to ſhew, ſatisfie, 
and convince the Nation he had a fincere 
Deſire to have all Things re&ify'd, (for, by 
reaſon of the long Intermiſſion of Parlia- 
ments, the King's Miniſters had taken un- 
uſual, unwonted and. unwarrantable Ways, 
to ſupply the Neceſſities of the State, and 
enrich themſelves; and that which was 
worſe, The King had the Misfortunie to have 
thoſe about bim, who maliciouſly drew upon 
him the Hatred of bis Subjects, and who ren- 
der'd the People ſuſpected to him.) His 
Majeſty, as God would have it, gave the 
Royal Aſſent to a Bill, for the Parliament 
to fit as long as they pleas'd, that is, they 
ſhou'dn't be Diſſolvd without their own 
Conſent, which was a Demonſtration of 
his Sincerity, and ſhews, he put intire Con- 
fidence in his, People, who abus'd their 
Power, and the King's Goodneſs, and threw 
the Nation into a Civil War, the People be- 
ing then beguil'd and ſpirited into Rebellion, 
: | | 
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to which many of the Parochial Cleigy ot. 
curr'd; of which they deeply Repented, as 
the People and Citizens of London did, and 
even thoſe who at firſt took up Arms againſt 
the King, when it was too late. For at the 
End of the War, King Charles the Firſt was 
282 Murder d by his own Subjefts, to the 

error and Amagement of all the World, and 
the Church Ruin d. But it is our great Un- 
happineſs, (ſays Biſhop Stillingfleet) that we 
are apt to impute theſe great Calamities to 
any thing, rather than to our Sins; and 
thereby we binder our ſelves from the true 
Remedy, becauſe we will not underſtand the 
Cauſe of our Diſtemper. Tho God hath not 
ſent Er among us, to tell us, For ſuch 
Sins, I will ſend ſuch and ſuch Fudg- 
ments upon you, yet where. we . 
the Parallel between the Sins, and the 
dats et agreeable to what we find Re- 


corded in Scripture, we have Reaſon to ſay, 
that thoſe Sins were not only the Antecendents, 


but the Cauſes of thoſe Puniſhments which 


follow'd after them. 


Now it will be neceſſary we look back 
and enquire how God came to affli& this 
Nation by a bloody War for divers Years 
together with various Succeſs, and at laſt to 
ſuffer a pious Prince to be cut off, and the 
Church and Government ruin'd; which 
were great Calamities, and infli&ed as a Pu- 
niſhment upon this Nation, and has Frs 
increas'd the Nation's Guilt, for the . 

0 


r 
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F King Charles the Firſt, was 4 National 


48 A&, being committed by thoſe who baduſurpd 
d the Supream ; Authority, and ' ts not atton d 
4+ r to this Day, notwithſtanding we deteſt 
[ and abhor the Fact, the Cauſe thereof not 


being taken away. God may afflict particu- 
lar Perſons, and bring them into great Want 
and Diſtreſs, for divers Reaſons; for Trial 
of their Faith and Patience, fo bring them 
to a Senſe of their Duty, G. and are no 
| Mark of God's Diſpleaſure, but God never 
ener any People or Nation but for National 
ins, ſuch as are notoribus tothe World, other- 
wiſe we ſhou'd make God unjuſt to puniſh 4 
Nation for Sins they are not ſenſible of. Eng- 
land's Sin was very provoking to the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, and obvious to all the 
Chriſtian World, for from the Beginning of 
the Refarmation to the Sitting of that Par- 
liament, the People of England had, in Par- 
liament, withſtood and oppos*d' the juſt En- 
deavours of the Cromn to make due Provi- 
lion for the Parochial Clergy; yet in every 
Reign they own*d and acknawledg'd it to be 
a juſt and neceſſary Work, and gave Men 
Leave to do it, but, upon the whole, leftthe 
Matter as a Thing indifferent to be done, or 
not to be done as Men ſaw fit. By which 
me ans They brought the Morſbip and Service 
of Ged into Contempt, and Men began to 
queſtion the being of a divine Power; there- 
fore God fent an evil S pirit of Contention 
among them, and nde them Inſtruments to 
| G puniſh 
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puniſh one another, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, left them to themſelves to correct and 
chaſtiſe one another, for God is not the Au- 
thor of Sin, thoꝰ he is of Puniſhment. Tyuth 
and Goodneſs are ſo eſſential to the Divine 
Naiwe, that we may as well ſuppoſe the Sun 


to praduce Darkneſs, as that God ſhould be the i 


Aut hor of any Moral Evil. 

After the Murder of King Charles the 
Firſt, and Expulſion of the Royal Family, 
great Endeavours were uſed to bring King 


Charles IId. to the Crown, but all Endeavour 


of that kind were fruſtrated, and only ſervd 


to ruin the King's Friends. The French, 
the Spaniard, and the Dutch efpous'd the 


King's Intereft, yet none of them rcou'd do 
him any Service, but he liv'd abroad as an 


Exile for a long Time, and without Hope. 
In the mean Time they, who had ruin'd the 
Church, cou'd not eſtabliſſ another, but 
Anarchy, Diſorder and Confuſlon/govern'd 
both in Church and State, and the Mation 
underwent many. Revolutions and Change 
of Goyernment, always for the worft; the 
Intereſt of the Nobility and Gentry bein 
quite funk : Then Perſons of all Ranks — 
Degrees bewaild their Condition, and groan d 
For Deliverance, which God was pleas'd to 
ſend, by turning the Hearts of the People, 
as one Man, to receive their Lawſul Sove- 
reign; for the Diſſenters, all hut the Quatere, 
were very active and inſtrumental to the 
bringing in of King Charles the Second, — 
n J they 
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they were ſenſible, and knew the Church 
wou'd be Re-eſtabliſh'd: So valuable is Peace 
and Order. 

The Coming of King Charles the Second 
to the Crown, put an End to the Calamities 
and Miſeries the Nation had undergone for 
almoſt 20 Years together, and begat a uni- 
verſal Joy, among all Parties, throughout 
the Nation, ſuch as the People of England 
had never ſeen or known before, all Parties 
being tranſported with Joy beyond Meaſure! 
Tho? ſome came home by weeping Croſs, 
being foreed to vomit up the Crown, and 
Church-Lands, which they had greedi 
ſwallow'd, ſo much they got by the Civil 
War. No ſooner was his Majeſty ſeated up- 
on the Throne, but his firſt Care was to 
make due Proviſion for the Parochial Clergy, 

in order thereunto, and, to give a good Ex- 
= ample to all Lay-Impropriators, his Met 
writ a Letter, recommending the pious Wo 
to the Biſhops, Deans, and Prebends for 
Proviſion to be made for the Augmentation 
of all ſuch Vicarages and Cures, where the 
Tythes and Profits were appropriated, to 
the Uſe of them and their Succeſlors: A 
Copy of which Letter was ſhew'd in the 
Houſe of Commons, by Sir Allen Brandriff, 
in the Year 1660, upon which, many Vica- 
rages were augmented by the Dignify'd 
Clergy, who did it by Abatement out of 
their Fines, which was ſome Relief to thoſe 
Clergy-men who had the Benefit of it, but 
G 2 when 
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when all was done, it did not amount to near 
2 competent Maintenance, however it was a 
pious and good Act in the dignify'd Clergy, 
who did to the moſt their Condition and 
Circumſtance wou'd admit of, and upon 
this the Commons thought themſelves ob- 
lig'd to make ſome more effectual Proviſion, 
by Law, for the general Augmentation of 

icarages and inſufficient Cures, and it was 
what the Nation expected. Soon after which, 
the Houſe of Commons brought in A Bill for en- 
creaſing the Maintenance of Miniſters, which 
they referr'd to a Committee. Report was | 
© made from the Committee to which the | 


* Houſe agreed, that the beſt Way to effect 


* that is requir'd in the Bill for encreafing Ii 
the Maintenance of Miniſters, is, that the 
© Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, do enquire 
the Value of all Livings in their ſeveral 
pPrecincts contain'd in the Bill, and that 
* they conſider of the beſt Expedients for 
the better Maintenance of the Miniſters 


© therein, and to inform the Committee 


© thereof, at the next Meeting after their Re- 
© ceſs. But when the Houſe met again, there 
was no further Proceedings on this Bill; 
but An Act was paſs'd for uniting Churches 
in Cities, and Towns Corporate. And be it 
further enacted, © That if the ſettled Main- 
* tenance of ſuch Parſonages, Vicarages, 
Churches, and Chappels ſo united, or any 
* other Parſonage or. Vicarage, with Cure, 
in the Kingdom of England, or — 
| c 0 
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of Wales, ſhall not amount to the full Sum 
of One Hundred Pounds per Annum, clear 
and above all Charges and Reprizes, that 
« then it ſhall be lawful of the Parſon, Vi- 
© car and Incumbent of the ſame, and his Suc- 
© ceſſors, to take, receive, and purchaſeto him, 
and his Succeſſors, Land, Tenements, Rents, | 
Tithes, or other Hereditaments, without 
any Licenſe of Mortmaine, any Law, or 
$ Statute, to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

Thus we ſee the Leſlative Power then 
thought, nay declar'd, no Benefice in any 
City, Corporate Town, or in any Part of 
England or Wales, to be ſufficient for the 
Maintenance of a Miniſter, 'that was not of 
the Value of One Hundred Pounds a Year, 
clear of all Charge. All this while there 
was no care taken to oblige Men to augment 
Livings to that Value ; fo cool and indiffe- 
rent were the then Repreſentatives of the 
People for the Honour of God and Religion. 
And to leſſen the Intereſt and Eſteem of the 
Clergy, inſtead of making better Proviſion 
for them, in the Year 1663, an Act was 
paſs'd, by which they were made liable to 
be Taxed with the rell of the Subjects. Then 
Immorality and Prophaneſs broke in upon us 
like a Deluge, and hath grown and encreas d 
upon us ever fince. 

And to mend the Matter, the Second Year 
of Her preſent Majeſty Queen Anne, an Act 
was paſs'd in favour of the Clergy, which 
gives Men liberty to augment 1 to 
| waar 


. 
what Value they will, that is, without Li- 
mitation; but ſtill lays no Obligation upon 
Men to augment Livings, which is a great 
Reflection upon the Nation, and very much 
calls in queſtion our Belief of the Chriſtian 
| Religion, and the Being of a Divine Power. 
That is, by our thus keeping the greateſt 
Part of the Parochial Clergy, in England and 
Wales, in a poor Comtemptible Condition, al- 
by providing for them, and never perform 
it, but feed them with Hope and Expettation 
till they drop into the Grave, and their Wives 
1 and Children become Beggats. 1 
| But to proceed, When King James the 
| Second came to-the Crown, his Reign was 
| ſhort and unhappy , yet our Heats and Ani- 
| moſities about Religion were great, till a 
| dark Cloud hung over our Heads, and Pope- 
h ry and Slavery were approaching; then they 
were allay'd, by the Power and Intereſt of 
the Gentlemen of England, out of Parlia- 
i ment, which produced a happy Revolution, 
| to which all Parties contributed: PLE 
i Let no ſooner was King William and Queen 
Mary recogniz'd and ſeated upon the Throne, 
| but our Heats and Animeſities about Religi- 
| on were renew'd, notwithitanding the Di 
| ſenters had a Legal Indulgence, or Tolerati- 
| on, and the King often declar'd, he wou'd 
j ſtand by, and fupport the Church of Eng- 
* land, as it was eſtabliſn'd by Law, How- 
ever, the War againſt France was Proſecuted 
far about Nine Years, and then an 3 | 
: ACE 
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Peace enſued, after the Expence of above 60 
Millions of Money. And tho' the King's 
Bounty was great, and even profuſe to bock 
Parties, yet he cou'd never allay the Heats 
and Animoſo tier in the Nation, but the nearer 
he drew to his End, the higher they run, 
and, no doubt, haſten'd his Death; he cou d 
have no Peace, tho? he often chang d Hands; 

for, with ſome Nen, the Way and high Roa 

to Preferment then was, to traduce — Church 
and Government, of which 1 ſhall give an In- 
ſtance, (among a Multitude of Books, Pau- 
pblets and Papers, that were' Publiſhed, and 
Reflected upon the Church and Miniſtry) by 
which the Reader will be he — able to 
Judge of the reſt. 

In the late Reign a Bock was | Publiſh'd, 
mtitPd, Eſays, Fieſt Upon the Ballance of” 
Power ;, Secondly, The. Rights e, making 
War, Kc. in the {oy Pag et of which Book 
there are theſe Words : Ave there not a great 
many ef ur able to petnt our 10 feveral Per- 
1 nothing bath A1 Places 


eee Truſt, and often to rh Bene. 
the open Enmity which they, almoſt 


2 Cradles, to db Divinit 
And, Bork ven it was 4 
tickly known who was the Author of thefe 
Eſſays, and ather Books and Pamphlets, writ 
with a Deſign to Embarras the Government, 
yet he Was ſereen' d from Juſtice. So the 
Government, as well as the Clergy, cou'd have 
have no Satisfaction, but. was f 0d to create 
a 
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a good Employment for the Author of theſe 
Eſſayr, (who was the Mouth of a Party, and 


is at Work again) and ſplit many into ſeve- 


ral Parts, to make room for others. Altho* 
ſome Gentlemen at that time werte oblig'd 
(by the Truſt repoſed in them) in Honour, 
Duty and Conſcience, to have ſtrengthen'd 
and ſupported the Hands of the King's Mi- 
niſters, and alſo to have Vindicated the 
Clergy, and put a Stop to the Licenciouſneſs 
of the Preſs, yet nothing was done therein, 


generally ſpeaking, but Party-making, and 


Pa rty-taking; when, at the ſame Time, they 

had 1t in their Power to have put an End to 

the Heats and Animoſities in the Nation. 
The Common Intereſt of Mankind is incon- 


ſiſtent with any thing, but Vertue and Gopd- 


neſs, for whatſoever breaks the Bounds and 
Meaſures of that, tends to the, Overthrow of 
the Welfare, of Human Society, which cannot 
be upheld without Men's regulating. their 
Paſſions, and conſulting the Good of others, 
as well as their own. That which tends to 
make any one Man happy, tends to make many 


ſo, when they are join d together. And it.is 


not only the Intereſt of the Governed, but f 
the Governors too, whoſe Security lies very 
much in the Opinion Mankind have of their 


Vertue, | Biſhop Stillingfteet's th Vol. Ser- 


mons, Pag: 62.3 IN; .. OJ 11: ..04- hh: MDT 4 
In the. Year 1702, began the auſpicious 


2 


Reign of Her preſent Myeſty. Queen Anne, 
to the univerſal Joy and Satisfaction of the 
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whole 
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whole Kingdom. But Her Majeſty had not 
been long upon the Throne, but ſte was un- 
qvoidably engag' d in War againſt France, in 
Defence of the Liberties of Europe, which 
has b&en catried on with great Vigour and 
Faithfulneſs, and great and glorious Actions 
have been perform d by HerMajeſty's Troops, 
under the Command of his Grace the Duke 
bf Aardborougb, with /h; continued Series of 
Sueceſs againſt great and powerful Armies, 
which boaſted of thei? Diſcipline; Courage 
and Numbers, 5 y Lord A Con- 
junctioh with the Allies, (who put entire 
Coifidetice in him) by many Defeats, and 
taking divers great Cities and ſtrong Towns 
— in the Face of their Armies, con- 
vinced\them they were Cowards, and their 
Numbers only ſervd tb eneteaſe the Glory 
of his Grace the Duke of Mariboroug h, who 
is worthy: of double Honour, and à great 
Ornament to our Nation. And cou'd we 
now be but Unanimous among our ſelves, 
we ſhou'd ſoon put the French King under a 
Neceſſity of ſuing for Peace, and become 
more Formidable in the World, than ever 
we were ſince we have been a People ; the 
Inhabitants of this Ifland being never Incot- 
porated, and become one People, ns they ate 
now, ſince Her Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to 

the!Throw/ ©) oo 215 nebel 

But, alas, our: Heat, and Animifitier ate 
intolerable, and out of Her Majeſty's Power 
to allay thefm. * now make 
5 | n 
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it their Buſineſs to blow the Coals of Conten. 
tion, and foment Diviſions, and caſt vile Re. 
flectious upon the Clergy, under the Notion 
of High-Church, or Low-Church, notwith- 
ſtanding they have all taken-the Oath of 
Abjuration, and are Sworn to maintain the 
Succeſſion of the Croma in the Proteſtant 
Line ; of which I ſhall take no farther No- 
tice here, every Body being too ſenſible of 
it, but ſhall ſnew, that before the Nation 
fell into this violent Ferment, it was the con- 
ſtant Practice of ſome Men to traduce the 
Clergy, of which I ſhall give an Inſtance 
among a Multitude of Party Pamphlets 
and Papers, that have been Publiſned ſince 

Her Majeſty'a happy Acceſſion to the Throne. 
The Author, in ſeeming Love to the Church, | 
aſperſes the whole Body of the Clergy, he 
ſays, Our Diviſions are owing to the Lazi- 
-neſs of Perſons in the Sacred Miniſtry ; and 
that none of our preſent Scbiſms cou'd have 
crept. into the Flack, but by the Negligence of 

if the Paſtors. And further he ſays," The juft 

K Concetn which the Clergy baue had, from time 

to time, for the Safety and Welfare of the 
| -Chureh, is only 4 Pretence of the 'Prieſthood, 

1 to male the Laity' paſſionate for that of mbich 

| hey themſelves have been negligent. And 
che inſinuates, as if the Clergy were void of 

ii Eloquence and Piety, and gravely: exhorts 

if them to the Study of both; and to make them 
|; the more Contemptible, he has link'd 'em 

1 to a ſtroling Gameſter, that gulls and cheats 

i 7 5 ; every 
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every Body that plays with him. They 
who pleaſeito examine the Tatler (the Au- 
thor of which is now a Commiſſioner of —— 
and become! very Obſequious and Humble, 
for fear of being laid aſide) of the 15th of 
September, 1509, will find 1t {o, and that it 
was done to no other Intent, but to expoſe 
the Clergy to Contempt, and Embarras the 
Government, which is the End and Defign 
of all Parties, ſo far forth, as to put the Go- 
vernment under a Neceſſity of taking them 
into Employment; as the only Men of Pro- 
bity fit to be -employ'd. To this evil Pra- 
ice it is we owe our Diviſons, and not to 
the Revolution, or Religion, any more than 
to the Child in the Womb, and . all Parties 
equally to blame. | 

During the Reign of Queen Eligabeth, all 
Perſons, both Spiritual and Temporal, that 
were Proteſtants, knew, and underſtood the 
Homilies againſt Rebellion, and the Meaſure 
of Obedience they owed to their Sovereign 
in all reſpects ſo well, as never to have any 
Controverſy or Diſpute about it, Queen 
Elizabeth heard all juſt Complaints that re- 
lated to Civil Affairs, and redreſs'd them; but 
ſhe wou'd'nt allow her Miniſters to be Tra- 
duced, but kept divers Perſons in Places of 
the greateſt Truſt, for a long time together. 
And altho' the Kingdom was, the greateſt 
Part ob Her Reign, 'at War with the King of 
Spain, or the French King, and the Papiſts 
here at Home often attempting to Deſtroy 


„ her, 
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her, yet the People did not Murmur or Re- 
proach her Miniſters, but Unanimouſly ap- 
plauded her Conduct and Management of 
Affairs; withal the Trade of the Nation 
encreas d very much, and the People grew 
Rich. Trade is a great Stay and Support to 
Government, and cleaves faſt to thoſe 
"Ws all pay grear Honour and Rega t 

We all pay great Honour and Reſpect to 
the — Q Elizabeth, The Queen 
has taken up her Motto Semper eadem, and is 
as _—_— do her People Good, as ever the 
was. But if Great Mes will run into Par- 
ties, and Faction, about Temporal Matters, 
under Pretence of Religion, it's hardy poffi- 
ble for Men of any Rank, Degree,'dr Function 
whatſoever, to avoid eſpouſing the. Intereſt of 
ſome Party: And what can we think or ima- 
gine will be the Event of ſuch Practices? 
One Party being always at Work, feeking ta 
Undermine and Supplant the other, and bath 
continually Appeal to the People, who have 
deeply ſuſfer d by it. All Parties ſay the ſame 
(Witneſs Faults on both Sides, G&c.) bu? 
wipe off the Stain and Guilt of it from them- 
ſelves, and reciprocally charge one another 
with it, as the only Perſons guilty of the 
Fact. The Allies, and Neutral Princes and 
States, are aſtoniſh'd at our Diviſiont, upon 
which the French King builds all his Hope 
and Expectation, who otherwiſe wou'd De- 
ſpond, notwithſtanding his late Succeſs in 

| ; in n 200015 Spain, 
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Stain, for Gecat Britain is the Umpire, or 
Ballance of Eur nns i 
« 'Tis Nothing for our Paſſions to get the 
< better of our Reaſon, it's greateſt Triumph 
cis, when it makes our Intereſt ſuhmit. Po- 
« verty ſtands in need of ſomething, but Ava- 
© rice which is almoſt inſeparable from 
£* Ricnes, needs all Things, the wonders that 
* the Enemy ſhe ſhuns never foregoes her,” 
« that Poverty ſhould purſue her amidſt 
t abundance, and that Gold which ſhe adores 
* ſhould fill her Coffers, yet not her Heart. 
This Mettle not being to be divided with- 
out Diminution, it kindles War amanęſt 
Men, makes them ſeverally minded, di- 
* vides their Wills, and cauſeth all thoſe Dif- 
* fexences whichJuſtice endeavours to deeide. 
Thence we may conclude with the Philo- 
* ſopher, that the Richer a Man is, the more 
* miſerable is he, that his Riches impovexiſn 
him, if Grace do not inſtry& him how te 
moderate his Deſires __ 

— Nation or Society ſhall fair better 
or worle in this World, exactly according 
as they fear God, or deſpiſe or affront him, 
exactly according to the Degree they keep 
his Commandments or break them; tho“ it 
is not certain that every particular Man ſhall 
always do ſo. And there is great Reaſan 
it ſnduld be thus. Forr, 

Firſt, We know that all God's. ways are. 
juſt and equal. Now as to particular Per- 
ſons there is great Room left for the di- 

roh . penſing 
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penſing the Juſtice and Equity to them. 
For they being in their Natures made to 
live for ever, it is enough for the vindicating 
God's Juſtice that they at any Time here- 
after be either rewarded fo. their Piety and 
Vertue, or puniſhed for their Wickedneſs 
and Abufe of God's Mercies.— But now 
the Conſideration of Publick Societies and 
Nations 1s quite -different, Nations are not 
made to by Im mortal, but end with this World. 
No Society, as @ Society, ſball be calld to 4 
Future Account. But all the Rewards and 
Puniſhmeuts they are capable of, as Societies, 
muſt be adjudg'd and diſtributed to them in 
this preſent Life. Doctor Sharp, (now Lord 
Archbiſhop of Tork) his Sermon preach'd 
before the Houſe of Commons, May 21,1690. 
A Multitude of Inſtances there are, in 
holy Writ, of God's puniſhing National Sins; 
he commanded Saul to deſtroy the Amala- 
if kites, for a Sin their Fathers fad committed 
ji 400 Years before, (to which, no doubt, they 
1 had all along adher'd) and was angry wit 
him for not fully executing of it. The Jews, 
tho' they were the peculiar People of God 
i were ſeverely puniſhed for their Contempt of 
5 Sold and Religion, as may be ſeen throughout 
pl all the Prophets; Run ye tod and = through 
the Streets of Jeruſalem, (ſays the Prophet 
Jeremiah) and ſee now and know, and ſeek. 
in the broad Places thereof if ye can find a 
\ Man, if there be any that executeth Judg- 
yl ment, that feeketh the Truth, and I wi * 1 
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don it. And tho they: ſay the Lord liverh, 
ſurely they ſwear falſly." That is, they made 
a great outward.Shew of Zeal for the Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God, yet it was all Hy- 
pocriſy, and carry d on with Deſign, the 
better to deceive. and cover their Worldly 
End and Purpoſes. They laughed at, and 
derided the Predictions of the Prophets, and 
thought Calamity could never overtake them, 
it was a Proverb among them, Tbe Days ate 
prolong d and every Viſion fuileth. But they 
found themſelves miſtaken, and a Time to 
Repent when it was too late. Theſe Fhings 
are recorded in holy Writ for our Inſtructi- 
on and Admoni tion. 
Therefore no it behoves us to look back, 
for ſome Ages paſt, to ſee and enquire, if there 
ber any National Sin which was committed 
your Anceſtors, (Prior to the [Breach of 
aith, committed in the -Reign of: Queen 
Mary, and the Murther of King Charles the 
Firſt) that is not yet repented of, ifany ſuch 
tllere be, we can ſuppoſe it to be no other 
than the Sin of Sacriledge, nay, it's beyond a 
Suppoſition, For our Ade off Parliament, gur 
Records, and our Hiſtories all prove our Fa- 
ther's, Committed Sacriledge; In the Reign 
? Henry the Eighth, Edward the Sixth, and 

ueen Elizabeth, and for which they never 
made any Publick or National Attonement, 
and j we have adber d ro, and alerted tbe 
Aclion, and have made no Publick or National 
Aredntmens fin the ſame, (at no Body can ſe 
rnejgty = = I wo 
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who committed it; 4 the per Khir} 04 Gal 
that attendls ſome Men, which 10 05 be — 
in anot ber place, if not attoned for bene. 

here's not a Ca in. England, thats n 
— of bur Church, but will ſay the 
fame. In the mean Time you ſhall have 
Doctor Moſs's Opinion upon the Matter- 

There is but — general Remedy for din 
(whether National or Perſonal) and all the 
miſchievous Conſequenees thereof, and that 
is a deep and unfeigned Repentance, mani- 
feſted by a perpetual Abhorrence of that 
which is evil, — a firm Adherence to that 
which is g00d for the Time to come. And 
when the Guilt of any great Wickedneſs 
hath viſibly deſcended from Father to 5;on, 
when it has been growing from one Gene- 
ration to — - when the Tokens of 
God's Wrath have already been upon a f- 
bellious' and ſtiff-necked People, or Mis 
Judgments ſeem ſtill td be hovering over 
them, then is the Time to repent in good 
earneſt, leſt they be deliver'd up to the 
Hardneſs of an impenitent Heart, and juſtly 
doom'dts periſh in the laiquity of their 
Fathers. 

And that all 4 noi hap pen bo be 
: concern d, ma Por yr with them- 
ſelves, Welter any ſuch J ung mente threa- 


tens, or Fear alarms tham; it will betiove 
| re hag n 


them to enter into the ſtricteſt Scrutiny 
with their own Souls, and examine them- 
felves thoroughly, whether they have not 


danc'd to the ſame Tune that their Fathers 


pip'd; whether _ have not cheriſhed the 
ſame evil Principles in their Hearts, or 
follow the ſame evil Practices in their Lives; 
whether they do not openly applaud, or at leaſt 
ſecretly approve them; or if nothing elſe, whe- 
ther they do not induftriouſly covet them; and 
are content, without Scruple, to profit by 
them? . Tet if they can't acquit themſelves of 
this laſt Article, they are certainly Sharers in 
the Guilt as well as the Gain. . Becauſe, as 
was before obſerv'd, the Oppreſſion, or Sacri- 
ledge of the Father, is Oppreſſion and Sacri- 
I-dec in the Son, without a conſcionable Re- 
ſtitution. Sure I am, the vaſt load of 
Guilt, which hath been continually encreaſmng 
upohs 1s, from the firſt Date of this Black Day 
(ſpeaking of the Murder of King Charles 
the Firſt) and upwards, is enough to ſink any 
Nation without 4 deep, unfeigned, and ef- 
fectual Repentance. A Sermon preached be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons; — the 
30th, 1706-7. by Doctor Moſs; Printed for 
Richard Sare, at Grays-Inn-Gate in Holbourn. 
But, now after all, to evade this Matter, 
ſome Perſons will ſay, indeed the Clergy 
have been very injuriouſly treated, and tho 
who' are po 4050 of Impropriations, by 
right of Inheritance, which were given hy 
the Crown to their — ought to maky 
| dug 
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due Provifion for the Parochial Clergy, out 
of their great Tythes, but they who bought 


their [mpropriations can be under no ſuch 
Obligation; they having given a valuable 


Conſideration for them, and therefore; as 
it's neceſſary, due Proviſion ſhou'd be made 
for the Parochial Clergy,ſo it's fit the Nati- 
on ſhou'd find'out ſome other Expedient to 
provide for them, and not throw the 
Charge upon them. There's no weight in 
all this, or any Thing that can be ſaid, or 


- offer'd on their Behalf in this Cafe, for it 
will appear, our preſent Impropriators are 


under the higheſt Obligation God and Na- 
ture can lay upon Men, to make due Pro- 
viſion for the Parochial Clergy, out of the 
great Tythes, as well thoſe who purchas'd 


them, as they, whoſe Anceſtors came into 


Poſſeſſion of them by the Bounty of Henry 
the 8th, Edward the 6th, and Q. Eligabetb. 
Firſt, Thoſe who purchaſed, or bought 
Impropriations of the Crown, gave no valu- 
able Conſideration for them, as appears in 
the preceding Part of this Diſcourſe, nei- 
ther have they who are now in Poſſeſſion 


of them ever given a valuable Con- 


ſideration for them. He who pur- 
chaſes a Free-hold Eſtate in Land, gives 


20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 Years Pur- 


chaſe for the ſame, but they who purchaſe 
Impropriated Tythes, buy, or bought them 
at 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 Tear 
Purchaſe at moſt, yet no Rents in the 1 

om 
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dom are better paid and the Title ſeldom 
diſputed; neither are Impropriators liable 
ſuch great Repairs, as they are who pur- 
chaſe Lands. The Reaſon of this great In- 
—_—_ plain, the World has always had 
a juſt Notion, the Clergy have been very 
injuriouſſy treated, and that at one Time, 
or other, they wou'd have due Proviſion 
made for them out of the great Tythes, and 
it's a Thing which has been endeavour'd 
almoſt every Parliament that hath fat for 
at leaſt 150 Years paſt, and that's the - true 
Reaſon why Impropriated Tythes have ſold 
at ſo low a Rate, and not the Fear of Pope- 
, for if that were the cauſe, it wou'd as 
well leſſen the Value of Lands. So that if 
Impropriators ſhou'd now give one Third of 
of their Impropriated Tythes to the Paro- 
chial Clergy, they wou'd have more Intereſt 
for their Purchaſe Money than they or = 
other Gentlemen have for Lands whic 
they purchaſe; and it's hard the Happineſs, 
Peace and Welfare of the whole Nation, 
and the good of Poſterity, and that which is 
of far greater Moment, the Salvation of 
Men's Souls ſhould be all facritic'd for the 
fake of a corrupt (legal) Intereſt. My Peo- 
le love to have it ſo, and what will you aa 
in the End thereof. If they object againſt 
providing for the Clergy, upon account of 
the War, it only ſerves to encreaſe their 
own, and the Nation's Guilt, for there's 
ſcarcely a Gentleman of Power and Intereſt 
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it in England and Wales; that. has not liv'd 
ik profuſely, but what hath, either by Gifts, 
1 Grants, Employments, Lending Money to 
the Government, G, improv'd his Eſtate 
ſince the Revolution, and all. Parties bither- 
to agreed to depreſs the Clergy... 
Our making due Proviſion for the Paro- 
chial Clergy, can no ways affect our. Diſſen- 
ters, for they have a Legal, Toleration, or 
give any Uinbrage to our Brethren i in Scot- 
land; Br in the late Reign they tixed and 
ſettled the Rights Wang Liberties of their 
Church and Clergy by A& of Parliament, 
and to which the Parliament of England, 
upon the Tncorporating of the'two, King- 
doms, concurrid, ſtipulated, and agreed. 
Therefore in common Right and Juli und 
in Point of Safety, we ought to take as much 
Care to maintain and ſupport our own Church 
and Clergy, as the Scots and we 'bave done 
to maintain and ſupport their Church and 
Clergy. ' So it can have no Relation to any 
Diſſenter, but only to thoſe who are Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, which, for 
the Purity of her Bodrine and excellent 
Diſcipline, is had in great Eſteem and Ve- 
neration by all the Reformed Churches 
abroad, and by them look'd upon to be as 
ſhe is, the great Bulwark of the Reforma- 
tion, and hath no ways deſerv'd the ill 
Ulage ſhe has receiv'd. Beſides, we never 
had a better Set, of Biſhops, and a more 
regular and learned Clergy then we bem 
this 
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this Time, and it's hard if we can't now 


forgive one another, and put an End to un- 
natural and ſcandalous Diviſons, in the Placa 
where all Heats and Animeſities ought to be 
buried; and be convinced, God hath ſet 
Bounds to our Deſires, as he hath done to 
the Sea. The firſt Step to Peace and Unity 
is, to make our Peace with God. | 
There appearing now to be a Neceſſity of 
aboliſhing the Firſt Fruits and Tenthe, and 
making due Proviſion for the Inferior Clergy; 
and ſeeing it hath been long ſince declar'd 
in Parliament, 100 l. a Year, clear of all 
Charge, is as little as can ſupport a Clerg y- 
+ decently ; and conſidering an Act was 
paſs d the Second Year of Queen Anne, which 
gives leave to augment Livings, without 
Limitation, it's reaſonable and juſt all Gen- 
tlemen ſhou'd augment their Livings (let 
them beunder what Denomination-they will) 
by a certain fixed Proportion -of the great 


 Tythes, and it will be a great Spur and En- 


couragement to Vertu and Learning, and 
make many Livings, that are not now near 
half a Maintenance for a Clergy-man, to be 
very«conſiderable, and worth the Acceptance 
of; Men of the beſt Parts and Learning. But 
I:ſhall not preſume to ſay what Part, Share, 
or Proportion the Cergy ſhou'd have of the 
ont Tithes, that we muſt leave to the Con- 
ience of thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe Duty 
and Intereſt it is to make due Proviſion for 
them; yet I:ſhall take the Liberty to _ 
| no- 


(66) 
how, and by what Means and Method, the 
Clergy, in Cities and Corporate Towns, may 
be provided for, where there is great Tythes, 
as well as where there is not; and alſo ſhew 
how Incumbents may be provided for out of 
thoſe Livings which are appropriated to the 
Uſe of the Dignih d Clergy, Colledges and 
Hoſpitals, without Detriment to em, or real 
Injury to any Perſon ; but ſhall be brief in 
the Matter. F 
That in all Cities and great Towns, where 
the Clergy have not a ſufficient legal Mainte- 
nance, and there is little or no great Tythes, 
the Inhabitants to be oblig'd to pay a certain 
Pound Rate for their Houſes, except ſuch 
as are not charg'd in the Poor's Rate, accor- 
ding to the Yearly Rent thereof, as ſhall be 
thought ſufficient to augment thoſe Livings 
to 1007. a Year, or more, according to the 
Bigneſs of the Pariſh, or Pariſhes United, as 
is now practicd, and done in London. In 
Times of Popery, the Clergy had 3 5. and 5 d. 
in the Pound for Houſes, which, in the 
Reign of Henry the VIII. was, by an A& 
of Parliament, reduc'd to 2 5. * in the 
Pound, but ſince the Reformation it's dwin- 
dl'd away to nothing, (tho' the Act is ſtill 
in force, as we may ſee by a late Inſtance in 
the Caſe of the Pariſh of St. Bridget's, vulg. 
St. Brides, London) which is the thing makes 
moſt of the Clergy, in Cities and great Towns, 
depend upon the Favour and Kindneſs of the 
People, for their neceſſary Maintenance and 
Support, NR But 
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But now, in the Opinion of ſome Perſons, 


the ParochialClergy cannot be provided for out 
of the great Tithes, without doipg great In- 
jury to Colledges, Hoſpitals, and the Digniß d 
Clergy, many Livings being appropriated to 
them, towards their neceſſary Maintenance 
and Support; however, they who think ſo 
(as I am ſenſible many do) are miſtaken, 
for it may be done without Detriment to an 
Colledge, &c. There's no Living (or Land) 
which 1s Let by any Colledge, &c. but the 
Leſſee is poſſeſs d of near two Thirds of the 
Value of the Living, as it's Let by Leaſe to 
4 Sub-Tenant, who keeps the Barns in re- 
air, &c. as might be made appear by many 
ſtances : But to explain it here, would too ö 
much enlarge this Diſcourſe; and there's an FR 
Inſtance in the next Paragraph which ſolves (| 
the Matter. It's propos'd in this Caſe, There 
ſhall be deducted out of each Living ſo much 
as * and every Colledge, &c. hath receiv'd 
any Year for ſeven Years together, one Year 
with another, for this Age paſt, Allowance 
being made for the Fine, ec. and that the 
Leſſee be charg'd ouly upon the improy'd 
Rent, which is propos'd to be equally divi- 
ded between the Leſſee and the Vicar ;, and 
when that's done, the Leſſees will have more 
Intereſt for their Purchaſe-Money, than any 
Gentleman has for Lands which he Purcha- 
ſes, nay, they will have 6, 7, or 8 per Cent, 
for their Money, and not be liable to ſuch 
| 5 Repairs, 
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Repairs as Gentlemen ufually are who Pur: 
r rrp. 

In the preceding Part of this Diſcourſe! 
made mention of divers Livings, which were 
augmented by ſome of the Dignify'd Clergy 
in the Reign of King Charles the II. and 
requires a farther Augmentation; and it will 
appear highly reaſonable and juſt they ſhou'd 
be Augmented. To ptove which, I ſhall 
bring an Inſtance of a Living that was then 
Augmented to as high a degree, in Proportion 
to the Value of the Living, as any have been, 
I believe, that were Augmented by the Dig- 


nify'd Clergy : And this Inſtance, I hope, 
w1ll ſerve for all. The Dean and Chapter of 


— have the Living of —— appropriated 
to the Uſe of them and their Succeſſors, they 
let their Glebe Lands and Tythes for 321. per 
Annum, and the Leſſee pays them 1201, Fine, 
every Seven Tears, beſides which, he pays 
221. in Money, and as much Grain as is 
worth 101. 2 Tear, one Tear with another, 
Annually to the Vicar, for _ this Aug- 
mentation it was a miſerable Living, Now 
theſe Livings were Augmented by the Digni- 
5d Clergy, out of their Fines ; of which, 
Doctor Kennet gives us a large Account, and 
we have no reaſon, in the leaſt, to queſtion 
the Truth of what he fays in the Matter. 
There had been no Fines paid for near 20 
Years before, and fo, it's poſibe they might 
have double or treble Fines ; but, leſt it 
ſhould be thought this Living cou'd not be 
No 99 25s | Augmented 


| (99) : 
Fugmented to ſo high a Degree out of tlie: 
Fine or Fines then due, we will, in favout-; 
of the Leſſee, take of 20 l. a Lear from the 
Augmentation, aud make it an Annual Rent 
Charge upon the Leſſee, and allow him 20. 
A Fear for the Conſideration of his Fine, and 
then the Matter will ſtand thus: The Laſſee 
pays 321. per Annum Rent, 201. a Near Aug- 
mentation,, andi 20 l. a Year allow'd him for 


bis Fine, which in all, makes 72 J. which is 


hat is Annually paid b the Leſſee, who, 
Less this Glebe Land and T thes by Leaſe 
for 3101. per Annum, and if we deduct th 
721. out of the 210 l. there remains 13384 
and it is what the Leſſee Annually makes of 
his Leaſe. Now if this: 1381.1 be equally 
divided between the Leſſee and the Vicar, it 
will be a good Augmentation to the Living, 
and no real Injury to the Leſſee, for he gave 
but 8ool. for the Leaſe, (that 18, His Father 

ought it for that Money, and there's not a 
Gentleman on, that Side the Country but 


knows what I fay is true) and ſurely 69 f Per 


Annum is a ſufficient Income for 8001. thoſe 
who Purchaſe Lands, ſeldom make above 44; 
per Cent of their Money. And if Leffees 
are not permitted to take Fines, or otherwiſe 
to impole upon. the Clergy, all or molt of the 


- 


Livings, which are appropriated to the Uſe 
of the Dignify'd Clergy, Colleges and Haſpi- 


8 
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tals, towards their neceſſary Maintenauces 


will become tolerable good Livings, and the 
Incumbents, among. e reſt of the Clergy; 
* : WII 
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will, in 1 be able to live Hoſ- 
pitably among their Neighbours, as becomes 
Men of their Function; hut they are now, 
for the moſt Part, in a miſerable poor Con- 
ditt i ‚ 

When due Proviſion is made for the Pa- 
rochial Clergy, many good Conſequences will 
attend it, too many here to enumerate. Our 
Heats and Animoſities will be allay'd ; the 
Clexgy, in Convocation, will be willing to 
condeſcend to any thing in reaſon, in things 
which are, in their own Nature, indifferent, 
if poſſible to bring all Proteſtant Diſſentets 
into the Communion of our Church, which 
would enlarge Her Borders, and be a great 
Bleffing te this Nation. In the mean time, 
vain will it be for Men to attempt ſuch a 
Thing, or pretend to carry on a National 
Reformation, before due Proviſion is made 
for the Parochial Clergy ;, of the Truth of 
which, we may, or ought to be convinc'd, 
bythe many fruitleſs Endeavours'that have 
been uſed to that End, as well before, as fince 
the Revolution. God gives, or offers, Grace 
totall Men, but as to his Precepts and Cotn- 
mands, leaves us to our ſelves, as free Agents, 
to act and do as we pleaſe, ottierwiſe tlie 
Conditions of the Goſpel were vain; id 
when we do well his Grace Co-operates 
with us. Therefore now, in the Name 


| God, let us caſt off the Leven of Hypocrifie 
| and Sin, which our Fathers committed, and 


1 bath. ſo long cleaved to us, then ſhall we be 


the 


"TI 

the happieſt People in the Univerſe, and the 
Glory of the Reformation 
But if we will take no Warning, after all 
the Calamities the Nation has undergone, 
and the many Evils we labour under, iii a 
little time we ſhall be at leiſure to Quarrel 
among our ſelves, and Fight it out, (as out 
Fathers did in the laſt Age) and need fear 
no Foreign Power; For England's too great, 

ys Sir William Temple) and too brave, 20 
be Ruined by any but it ſelf. 
When che Parochial Clergy are all duly 
provided for, the Corporation of the Sons of 
the Clergy, the Truſtees of Dr. Buſby's Will, 
and other ſettled Charities that relates to the 
Clergy, will find Objects enough, and too 
many to exerciſe their Charity. For among 
ſo great a Body of Men, as the Parochial 
Clergy are, ſome Hundreds of them, no doubt, 
will die, and leave a Wife and Children be- 
hind them ' unprovided for, who ought to 
have ſome Proviſion made for them for the 
ſake of the Goſpel, and to keep up the Cre- 


dit and Reputation of the Clergy, in reſpect 


to their Office and Function. 
It is (ſays my Lord Bacon) my own Ope- 
nion and Sence (let me ſpeak with Reverence) 
that all the Parliaments ſince the 27th. and 
31ſt. of Henry the Eighth (who gave away 
Impropriations from the Church ) ſeem to me 
to ſtand in a ſort obnoxious, and oblig d to 
God in Conſcience to do ſomewhat for the 
Church, to encreaſe the Patrimony thereof to 
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& Competency, for ſince they | have deburr u 


Onifts Wife of « great Part of her Doupy 


it were but Reaſonable they m ade . 


competent fointure. 2 | 


We Sow ſparing ly, that's theRea 
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ſo ſparingly, and have no more Fruit, (ſaid 


Member of Parliament, in a Speeeh he made in 
the Houſe of Cbnmiono, in the Lear 164, te 
ſhew the Juſtice and Neceſſity there was of 
making due Proviſion for the aden 
methinks whoever Hates Pupiſtry, by this Rule, 
ſhou'd hate Covetouſneſs, for that is Idola- 
try too. ] never like bot Profeſſtons and 
cold Actions, ſuich a Heat is rather the Heat 
of Diſtemper and Diſeaſe, than of Life und 
ſaving Health. For ſcandalous: Miniſters, 
there's no Man ſhall be more fincerely 
forward to have them puniſhed then I will 
be. When Salt has loſt it's Saviour let it 
be caſt out upon the Dung hill. But, Sir, 
let us deal with them as God hath dealt 
with us; God, before he made Man, he 


made the World, a handſome Place for 


him to dwell in; ſo let us provide for them 
competent Livings, and then Puniſh- them, 
in God's Name; but *till then, ſcandalous 
Livings will have ſcandalous Miniſters, It 


ſhall ever be a Rule to me, that where the 


(Chirch and Commonwealth are both of one 
Religion, it is comely and decent, that the 


| outward Splendour of the Church ſhould 
hold a Proportion, and participate with the 
Proſperity of the Temporal Eſtate; for why 


ſhould 
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(8) 
ſhould wedwell in Houſes of Cedar, and ſuffer 
| God-to-dwell in Skins. To conclude, 
Although the Chriſtian Religion be eſtabliſb d 
throughout this Kingdom , yet until it * 
2 ma maye partirulerhy, I fpall ſcar 
J Chyiftian C 70 70 an 25 
ĩt Lath been mou d and ſtir d in | Parliament, 
it will fall beauy upon Parliaments till ie 
be ee 1 - * 
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Trienniel Viſitation, 
Began at Leiceſter, June the Firſt, 170g. 
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My Reverend Brethren, 


WHEN I was laſt with you, I made it 
my Endeavour to ſhew you what 

your Duty was, and to convince you of your 
Obligations with all Faithfulneſs, and Dili- 
gence to fulfill it. | 

I ſhall now take Occaſion to ſpeak to you 
upon another Subject, in which is not only 
your Duty, but your Intereſts too are con- 
cern'd; and which, I hope you will give 
me Leave upon both thoſe Accounts, with 
a very particular Earneſtneſs to recommend 
to your Conſideration. NT 
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PA” We immediately, toſtrudted, and AY 
the Work Fe their Sabvation. : _— 
From their Hands they receive the Rol 7 | 
Sacraments: With them the e 
for the hearing of God's Word; dy 
them they off up their iu col ih- 
ces of Prayer and Than! ving to Him. 
In in dor, It is by their Communion with os 
that they hold Communion with the 
lick Church; and are join'd to their _ 5 
in the true Or der and Unity of it. This 
2 Dignity, nor is your Duty, which ari- 
es from hence, any leſs; and therefore as 
the Piety of our Anceſtors has, upon this 
account, V. juſtly conferr'd ſeveral ſpecial 
Rights and Priviledges upon you, and, as 
much as poſſible, be freed from any En- 
croachments, which thro the Ignorance, or 
Negligence, or Wickedneſs of Men, may in 
Proceſs of Time have been made upon 
them. 

This therefore is that which I would, 
at preſent recommend to your Care and 
Conſideration. I need not tell you how 
mean and diſcouraging the Eircumitances of 
too many among you are; nor how much 
your Rizhts org ntereſts have been alrea 
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